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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

January 1, 2021 Fiscal year begins. 
 
March 1, 2021 Last day to file Abatement Application for tax year 2020, per RSA 76:16. 
 
April 1, 2021 As of this date, all real property is assessed to owners of record. The 

property tax year runs from April 1 to March 31. 
 
April 15, 2021 Last day to file for exemptions including elderly, disabled, handicapped, 

blind, and veteran tax credit. 

 Last day to file current use applications, per RSA 79-A. 

 Last day for filing applications for tax-exempt properties and for special 
assessments of residences in industrial or commercial zones, per RSA 75:11. 

 Transfer Station Stickers Expire. 
 
April 30, 2021 Dog licenses expire.  
 Property tax liens go into effect in May. 
 
May 15, 2021 Timber Tax Report of Cut due date. 
 
July 1, 2021 1st half Tax bill due date. 
 Tax liens are deeded in July. 
 
December 1, 2021 2nd half Tax bill due date.  
 
 

 
 

TOWN HOLIDAYS 
 

January 1, 2021 New Year’s Day 
 
January 18, 2021 Civil Rights Day 
 
February 15, 2021 President’s Day 
 
May 31, 2021 Memorial Day 

 
July 5, 2021 Independence Day 

 

September 6, 2021 Labor Day 
 
October 11, 2021 Columbus Day 
 
November 11, 2021 Veteran’s Day 
 
November 25, 2021 Thanksgiving  
November 26, 2021 Day after 

Thanksgiving 
December 24, 2021 Christmas Day

 
The Town Office will be closed on these days. 

 
 

 
 

Front Cover Photo Taken By: 
 

George Carmichael, Rindge NH 
Main Street Barn Art 
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ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

Board of Selectmen/Assessors 
Roberta Oeser, Chairperson Term expires 2021 
Bob Hamilton  Term expires 2023 
Karl Pruter Term expires 2022 

Town Moderator 
Charles Eicher, Moderator Term expires 2022 
Kirk Stenersen, Deputy Appointed 

Town Clerk 
Lauralei Knight Term expires 2023 
Jenn Helsel, Deputy Appointed 

Tax Collector 
Carol Donovan  Term expires 2023 
Andrea LaVache, Deputy Appointed 

Treasurer 
Helene Rogers Term expires 2023 

Planning Board 
Jonah Ketola, Chairman Term expires 2023 
Samuel Bouchie, Vice Chairman Term expires 2023 
Jason Paolino  Term expires 2021 
Katelyn Smith  Term expires 2021 
Kim McCummings Term expires 2022 
Holly Koski Term expires 2022 
Cheves Walling, Alternate Term expires 2023 
Roberta Oeser, BOS Representative Term expires 2021 

Budget Advisory Committee 
Sharon Rasku,  Term expires 2023 
Phillip Motta, Chairman Term expires 2022 
David Graham  Term expires 2021 
Cheryl McCabe Charron Term expires 2021 
Daniel Whitney Term expires 2022 
Tom Coneys  Term expires 2023 
Robert Hamilton 

Supervisors of the Checklist 
Karla Macleod  Term expires 2022 
Lisa Wiley Term expires 2024 
John McCracken Term expires 2026 
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ELECTED TOWN OFFICERS, BOARDS & COMMISSIONS 

Zoning Board of Adjustment  
George Carmichael, Chairman  Term expires 2021 
Marcia Breckenridge, Vice Chair Term expires 2023 
William Thomas Term expires 2023 
Philip Stenersen Term expires 2021 
Martin Kulla  Term expires 2021 
Deni Dickler, Alternate 

Cemetery Trustees 
William Harper Term expires 2023 
Arwen Mellor  Term expires 2022 

  Doug Hoyt Term expires 2021 
Michael Cloutier, Sr. (Sexton) 

Trustees of the Trust Fund 
Craig Clark Term expires 2021 
Sarah Dengler  Term expires 2022 
Dwight Schenk  Term expires 2023 

Library Trustees 
Karla Macleod, Chair  Term expires 2021 
Roberta Gordenstein, Vice Chair Term expires 2021 
Florence Marsh, Treasurer Term expires 2022 
Lisa Wiley, Secretary  Term expires 2022 
Linda Dodge  Term expires 2023 
Richard Isakson, Alternate (Appointed yearly) 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES TO GENERAL COURT 

Governor  
Christopher Sununu (R) 2022 

State Representative – District 11 State Representative - District 14 
John Hunt (R)  2022 Mathew Santonastaso  2022 
Jim Qualey (R)  2022 

State Senator – District 11 Executive Council –District 5 
Kevin Avard (R) 2022 David Wheeler (R)  2023 

U.S. Senator  U.S. Representative 
Maggie Hassan (D)  2022 Ann Kuster (D)  2021 
Jeanne Shaheen (D) 2025 
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APPOINTED TOWN OFFICIALS, BOARDS & COMMISIONS

Code Enforcement/Assessing Clerk 
Vacant  

Fire, Building & Emergency Management 
Rickard Donovan, Fire Chief, EM Director  
& Bldg. Inspector. 
C. Casey Burrage, Firefighter/EMT
Debra Douglas, Deputy EMS/Admin. Asst.

Highway Department 
Michael Cloutier, Sr., Director  
Richard Cloutier, Foreman 
Robert Knight, Jr. Equipment Operator 
George Fish, Equipment Operator 
Scott Kemp, Equipment Operator 
Fred Earle, Equipment Operator 

Transfer Station 
Ed Rourke, Transfer Station Attendant  
David Bilodeau, Transfer Station Attendant (PT) 

Town Buildings 
Leif Jackson, Maintenance Tech. 

Town Office Personnel 
Sara Gravell, Town Administrator 

Health Officer 
Karl Pruter 

Library 
Donna Straitiff, Director 
Sheila Vanderhorst, Assist. Director 
Catherine Zebrowski, Library Assistant 
Nancy Boucher, Library Assistant 
Jennifer Migotsky, Youth Librarian 

Police Department  
Daniel J. Anair, Chief of Police 
Rachel D. Malynowski, Sergeant 
Maximum J. Rocheleau, Corporal 
John S. Ciarcia, Officer 
Michael C. Eneguess, Officer 
James M. McGeeney, Officer  
Jeffrey V. Bain, Officer  
Zachary J. Letourneau, Officer  
Jeffrey M. Seppala, Sergeant (PT) 
Christopher R. Martin, Officer (PT) 
Thomas W. Bishop, Officer (PT) 
Craig A. Tucker, Officer (PT) 
Mark F. Griffin, Officer (PT) 
Nicholas Roy, Records/Office Manager 
Vint Bogus, Prosecutor  
Michelle Szalanski, Assistant Prosecutor 
Lawrence T. Harris, Animal Control Off. 

Welfare Department 
Mary Drew 

Lori Rautiola, Executive Secretary 
Laurie May, Finance Director  
Carla Haskell, Bookkeeper 
Kirk Stenersen, Planning Director 
Susan Hoyland, Secretary/Planning Assistant  
Kim McCummings, Secretary Planning/Zoning Clerk 
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APPOINTED TOWN OFFICIALS, BOARDS & COMMISIONS

Capital Improvement Committee Conservation Commission 
Ellen Smith, Chairman  David Drouin, Chairman 
Craig Clark, Vice Chairman Joseph Desruisseaux  
Richard Isakson Richard Mellor 
Charles Mathis  Fred Rogers 
Jason Paolino  Phil Simeone 
Sharon Rasku  Al Lefebvre, Secretary 
Dan Aho Paul McPhie 
Thomas Coneys William Preston, Alternate 

Doreen Richards, Alternate 
Deni Dickler, Alternate 
Fred Dodge, Alternate 
Rob Rubendall, Alternate 

Energy Commission  Hazardous Mitigation Committee 
Patricia Martin, Chairman Rickard Donovan, EM Director 
Richard Mellor, Vice Chair Michael Cloutier Sr., DPW Director 
Dwight Schenk, Secretary Jeff Dickler 
Jeff Dickler Daniel Anair, Police Chief 

Sara Gravell, Town Administrator 

History Committee Meeting House Oversight Committee 
Linda Bussierre Michael Cloutier Sr., DPW Director 
Karla MacLeod  Dick Isakson, Member at Large 
Roberta Letourneau Karla MacLeod 
Amy Raymond  Marcy Miller, Church Representative 

Robert Hamilton, BOS Representative  

Recreation Committee Roadway Committee 
Jennifer Helsel  Rickard Donovan, Fire Chief 
Lydia Hatch  Michael Cloutier Sr., DPW Director 
Tom Ciglar, Secretary  Charlie Eicher 
David Graham  Philip Stenersen 
Jaimie Hennessey Kirk Stenersen, Chairman/Secretary 
Doug Carty, FPU Representative Daniel Anair, Police Chief 
Roberta Oeser, BOS Representative Sara Gravell, Town Administrator 

TelTech Committee Town Gown Committee 
Phil Motta, Chairman Kenneth Smith  Kirk Stenersen 
J. Craig Clark, Vice Chairman Kris Towle Charlie Eicher 
John Bonell, Secretary Andrew Pollom Rachel Burleson 
Timothy Wessels Karl Pruter Sara Gravell 
Karl Pruter, BOS Representative Rick Donovan  Jeremy Wood 

Dan Anair Jonathan Kiley 
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STATE OF THE TOWN 

Twenty-Twenty! Need more be said than it is thankfully over? 

This past year has seen many accomplishments that have been over-shadowed by the invasion of a nasty 
little bug. Everyone has read and heard so much about it, that more need not be written here. 

The year started very upbeat: the economy was doing well and unemployment was very low, which is good 
for our residents. The results of Town Meeting reflected this, as most warrant articles passed including the 
budget which included a long over-due pay plan for our employees.  

Probably of most interest, however was the passage of a bond to provide town-wide high speed internet 
service. Construction of the infrastructure by Consolidated Communications started immediately after 
securing the bond proceeds in July. Although to many, not nearly soon enough, connection to homes should 
start in early spring of 2021. 

The Wellington Road bridge replacement article also passed and as of this writing is in the bid process for 
construction, also in 2021. This will be an inconvenience to many as detours will be required when the road 
is closed to all traffic. Please be patient and plan accordingly. 

Other important articles that passed are the third payment for the Fire Department’s Engine One and another 
to authorize the lease/purchase of the much needed replacement for our 1998 Rescue vehicle. This is due to 
be delivered mid-year 2021. 

Town operations had to be ‘re-envisioned’ for much of the year. Some Town Office employees worked 
remotely for a short amount of time, but our newly elected Town Clerk, Lauralei Knight remained open by 
utilizing appointments and drop-off for processing motor vehicle registrations and other business. Our Tax 
Collector, Carol Donovan also remained open in much the same fashion. Town Office operations are as 
normal as possible only requiring limited occupancy in the building. 

We welcomed a new Executive Secretary to the Selectmen’s Office, Lori Rautiola who in conjunction with 
our Town Administrator, Sara Gravell is in the overdue process of updating the Town web page.  

Highlights of the year included a well-attended Trunk or Treat event in October. The Recreation Department 
did have to curtail most activities, but many were ready for some sense of ‘normal’. The annual Senior Dinner 
was done via delivery by a large group of volunteers. The Department also had our annual Tree Lighting 
event the first Saturday in December, which was also well-attended.  

As always, but especially this year, a big ‘shout out’ to all our employees, board, committee and commission 
members. The employees all found ways to stay safe and continue working to keep the Town running. No 
easy fete! The dedicated volunteer members of the various boards all learned a new definition for the word 
‘Zoom’ and managed to continue doing the necessary work of the Town.  
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One last thing: Our EMD (Emergency Management Department) headed by Director of Public and Life Safety 
(or more commonly known as our Fire Chief), Rickard Donovan, put in countless hours of attending briefings 
and keeping the Board of Selectmen informed. He was assisted by Deb Douglas and Ron Ossimo in obtaining 
and distributing all the items necessary to keep our Town Buildings safe, clean and open and supplying our 
employees with whatever their needs were. Rick, Deb and our Finance Director Laurie May also applied for 
many grants to offset the extra expenses incurred by the Town. A grateful ‘thank you’ to them for all the extra 
effort. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Roberta K. Oeser 
Chairman, Board of Selectmen 
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~ VACHON CLUKAY 
&COMPANY PC 

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 
608 Chestnut Street • Manchester, New Hampshire 03104 

(603) 622-7070 • Fax: (603) 622-1452 • www.vachonclukay.com 

REPORT ON INTERNAL CONTROL BASED ON 
AN AUDIT OF BASIC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 

To the Board of Selectmen 
Town of Rindge, New Hampshire 

In planning and performing our audit of the financial statements of the governmental activities, 
each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the Town of Rindge, New Hampshire 
(the Town) as of and for the year ended December 31, 2019, in accordance with auditing standards 
generally accepted in the United States of America, we considered the Town's internal control over 
financial reporting (internal control) as a basis for designing audit procedures that are appropriate in the 
circumstances for the purpose of expressing our opinions on the financial statements, but not for the 
purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness of the Town's internal control. Accordingly, we do 
not express an opinion on the effectiveness of the Town's internal control. 

A deficiency in internal control exists when the design or operation of a control does not allow 
management or employees, in the normal course of performing their assigned functions, to prevent, or 
detect and correct, misstatements on a timely basis. A material weakness is a deficiency, or a combination 
of deficiencies, in internal control, such that there is a reasonable possibility that a material misstatement 
of the entity's financial statements will not be prevented, or detected and corrected, on a timely basis. 

Our consideration of internal control was for the limited purpose described in the first paragraph 
and was not designed to identify all deficiencies in internal control that might be material weaknesses. 
Given these limitations, during our audit we did not identify any deficiencies in internal control that we 
consider to be material weaknesses. However, material weaknesses may exist that have not been 
identified. 

This communication is intended solely for the information and use of management, the Board of 
Selectmen, and others within the organization, and is not intended to be, and should not be, used by 
anyone other than these specified parties. 

~ ~ i ~ ~e___ 
Manchester, New Hampshire 
February 1, 2021 
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TOWN CLERK 
Town Clerk Remittance Report to Treasurer 

Jan 1st 2020 through Dec 31st 2020 

2020 was my first year as the Town Clerk of Rindge and it came with its share of troubles, learning 
curves and happy moments. In spite of the pandemic we were able to continue doing business and 
get the people of Rindge what they needed.  People have been respectful about their differences and 
worked within some new boundaries set up by the town to protect its citizens. Thank you all for 
making myself and my Deputy, Jennifer Helsel, feel welcome. It has been an honor to serve you this 
year and we look forward to a great 2021!   

Motor Vehicles (including title apps.) $ 1,339,450.96 
Agent Fees $      26,529.00 
Marriage Applications         $      3,050.00 
Certified Copies          $      4,443.00 
Unified Commercial Code Fees    $      7,032.30 
Dog Licenses           $     5,632.50 
Dog Forfeitures/Violations           $     1,858.00 
Boat          $     1,511.79 
Return Check Fees            $         50.00 
Postage             $      172.25 
Copy Fees               $        59.00 
Look-Up Fee            $      245.00 
Over/Short & Misc.             $      49.50 

Total Remitted to Treasurer $ 1,390,083.30 

 Three- year revenue comparison chart: 
3- Year Comparison 2018 2019 2020 
MV Registration, Titles, 
Boat & Agent 

$ 1,250,665.79 $ 1,310,977.16 $  1,367,491.75 

Dog Licensing & Fees  $       8,250.00 $        7,637.00 $        7,490.50 
Miscellaneous $      11,092.28  $      10,266.01  $        15,101.05   

Yearly Totals $ 1,270,008.07 $ 1,328,880.17 $   1,390,083.30 

Respectfully submitted, 

Lauralei Knight 
Town Clerk 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 2020 

Escrow Accounts: $1,433,345 

  Driveway Account 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $18,315 
     Income $8,000 
     Interest  $- 
     Expended ($7,500) 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $18,815 

  Taggart Meadows Engineering Fund 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $1 
     Income  $- 
     Interest  $- 
     Expended ($1) 

     Balance as of December 31, 2020  $- 
 Closed 
1/31/20 

  East View Estates Engineering Fund 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $79 
     Income  $- 
     Interest $0 
     Expended  $- 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $79 

  ATA Inspection Engineer Fund 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $5,009 
     Income 
     Interest $16 
     Expended ($2,505) 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $2,520 

  ATA Construction Bond Escrow 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $125,727 
     Income 
     Interest $426 
     Expended ($98,000) 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $28,153 
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  Engineering Escrow 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $1,218 
     Income  $- 
     Interest $5 
     Expended ($247) 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $976 

State Round II Timber Tax Escrow 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $3 
     Income 
     Interest 
     Expended ($3) 

     Balance as of December 31, 2020  $- 
 Closed 
1/1/20 

CCI - Fiber to the Network 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019  $- 
     Initial Bond Proceeds 8/13/20 $2,579,125 
     Income $62,000 
     Interest $1,052 
     Expended ($1,259,375) 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $1,382,802 

Impact Fee Accounts: $26,378 

  Recreation Facilities 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $23,656 
     Income  $- 
     Interest $90 
     Expended 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $23,746 

  Public Safety Facilities 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $2,626 
     Income  $- 
     Interest $6 
     Expended 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $2,632 
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Miscellaneous Accounts: $2,979 

  Rindge Beautification Committee 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $274 
     Income  $- 
     Interest $1 
     Expended 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $275 

W. Rindge Common Beautification
Balance as of December 31, 2019 $2,694 
Income  $- 
Interest $10 
Expended  $- 
Balance as of December 31, 2020 $2,704 

Conservation Commission: $383,874 

 Checking 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $73,567 
     Income $18,809 
     Transfer from CD $235,973 
     Interest $492 
     Expended ($24,048) 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $304,793 

  Converse Meadows 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $964 
     Income  $- 
     Interest $4 
     Expended  $- 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $968 

  Conservation Commission CD 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $235,040 
     Income  $- 
     Interest $933 
     Expended Transferred to Checking ($235,973) 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020  $- 
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  Conservation Commission Stone and 
Gravel 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019  $- 
     Income $78,007 
     Interest $105 
     Expended  $- 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $78,112 

Rindge Recreation: $107,744 

  Revolving Account 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $150,507 
     Income $125,705 
     Interest $287 
     Expended ($168,756) 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $107,744 

Police Department: $93,984 

  Asset Forfeiture Account 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $5,235 
     Income  $- 
     Interest $20 
     Expended  $- 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $5,255 

  Revolving Detail Account 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $66,350 
     Income $89,695 
     Interest $181 
     Expended ($74,421) 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $81,805 

  Pistol Permit Account 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $6,217 
     Income $691 
     Interest $16 
     Expended 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $6,924 
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Fire Department: $1,443 

 Detail Revolving Fund 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $8,276 
     Income $9,275 
     Interest $9 
     Expended ($16,116) 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $1,443 

Highway Department: $59,258 

 Transfer Station Revolving Fund 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $61,577 
     Income $34,990 
     Interest $39 
     Expended ($37,347) 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $59,258 

Special Fund Accounts: $1,261 

  Pavilion Entertainment Fund 
     Balance as of December 31, 2019 $1,257 
     Income  $- 
     Interest $4 
     Expended  $- 
     Balance as of December 31, 2020 $1,261 

Total $2,110,266 
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2020  Receipts 

State Treasurer  $         579,035 
Meals and Room Tax  $           315,963 
Block Grant - Highway  $           176,701 
LCHIP  $            16,500 
State/Federal Forest Land Reimbursement  $           756 
Shared Revenue  $            69,115 

Federal Grant  $             1,517 
BPV  $           347 
COPS  $              1,171 
VFA  $               - 

Conservation License Plate Grant  $             5,000 
Conservation License Plate Grant  $              5,000 

Tax Collector  $          13,097,299 
Property Taxes  $           12,877,293 
Liens  $           174,165 
Timber Taxes  $           804 
Excavation Tax  $               - 
Penalties and Interest  $            45,037 
Other Income  $               - 

Town Clerk  $           1,391,823 
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees  $             1,368,725 
Other Licenses and Fees  $            22,527 
Other Miscellaneous  $           570 

Selectman  $         231,310 
Miscellaneous  $            83 
NSF Fees  $           107 
Insurance Refunds  $            17,464 
Misc. Refunds  $              3,189 
Reimbursements  $            10,881 

Rental - Town Hall  $            25 
Tax - Funds in Lieu of Taxes  $              5,000 
Welfare Reimbursement  $               - 
Unanticipated Revenue  $           194,561 
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Code Enforcement  $           77,654 
Building Permits - Fire and Building  $            69,003 
Enforcement Fines  $               - 
Sign Permits  $              8,651 

Jaffrey Court  $             2,100 
Jaffrey Court Payments  $              2,100 

Planning Board  $           10,278 
Advertising  $              1,410 
Application Fees  $              4,510 
Driveway Permit  $           850 
Filing Fees  $            38 
Per Lot Fees  $              2,150 
Postage  $              1,320 
Documents Sold  $               - 

Board of Adjustment  $             4,357 
Board of Adjustments - Application Fees  $              4,357 

Police  $             2,606 
Fireworks Permit  $               - 
Miscellaneous  $           671 
Parking Fines  $           400 
Reports  $              1,335 
Restitution  $           200 
Witness Fees  $               - 

Fire Department  $             1,425 
Gifts and Donations  $              1,000 
Reports  $            35 
Firework Permits  $           390 
Training  $               - 

Donations Recreation Van  $             2,000 

Donations Welfare  $         500 

Sale of Town owned Property  $         - 

Banks - Interest  $           12,689 

Capital Reserve Transfers  $         145,000 
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Budgetary Use of Fund Balance  $         - 

Trust Funds  $           14,175 
Income From Electric Light Fund  $            14,175 

Miscellaneous Income  $             5,025 
Cemetery Plots and Reimbursements  $              5,025 

Total Receipts For The Year  $          15,583,793 

Plus Cash on Hand January 1, 2020  $           4,151,276 

Total Cash Available  $          19,735,069 

Less Selectmen's Orders  $               14,571,790 

Cash on Hand December 31, 2020  $           5,163,279 

Respectfully submitted, 

Helene G. Rogers 
Treasurer 
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TRUSTEES OF THE TRUST FUND 

This year has been interesting to say the least. It has also been a year of change for the 
Trustees of the Trust fund.  

We would like to extend our thanks for the years of faithful service that Jeanette Guttridge 
has dedicated to the scholarships given to Rindge students. Over the years thousands of 
dollars have been given to the well-deserved Rindge students from the Thrasher Fund and 
other funds that we manage. 

The Trustees also welcomed Dwight Schenk, who joined us in March and has provided a 
new critical eye to the management of Rindge’s Trust Funds. We have been working hard to 
improve systems and bring fund management in line with current State standards. 

Of special note is that at March’s Town Meeting, a warrant article to authorize a 
disbursement from the Electric Light fund for the purchase of emergency power for town 
buildings was proposed and passed. For many years this fund was untouchable due to the 
state mandated voting restrictions. This fund will continue to be managed for growth and 
possible future use by the Town for capital purchases. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Craig Clark 

Trustees of Trust Funds Report 
Scholarships Awarded in 2020 

Upperclassmen, 2020-2021 

Riley Buckjune Clark University 
Hannah Carey University of New Hampshire 
Cameron Feyrer  Endicott College 
Lily Germano Cazenovia College 
Rashad Giwa University of New Hampshire  
Rachel Kennedy Wheaton College 
Megan Lanza Plymouth State University 
Nicholas Lanza Merrimack College 
Nicci Munroe Husson University 
Anthony Papa Franklin Pierce University 
Gabriella Poole Condordia University  
Grace Russell Castleton University 
Skyler Shuel Franklin Pierce University 
Emma Vorfeld Smith College 
Serena Weideman Mount Wachusett Community College 
Joseph Wiley Keene State College 
Colby Williams University of Massachusetts at Amherst 
Katrina Wilson Franklin Pierce University 
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Freshmen, 2020-2021 

Bailey Bennett   Colby-Sawyer College 
Siobhan Day Belmont University 
Maximus DeVore Mount Wachusett Community College 
Jillian Patria Norwich University 
Victoria Stenersen Franklin Pierce University 
Christopher Taylor Gordon College 
Aaron Wiley Keene State University 
Georgia Wren Wolterbeek Yale University 
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Jurisdiction Tax Effort Valuation Tax Rate
Total

Municipal Tax Rate Calculation
Jurisdiction Tax Effort Valuation Tax Rate

Municipal $2,674,333 $688,860,863 $3.88
County $2,505,076 $688,860,863 $3.64
Local Education $9,008,456 $688,860,863 $13.08
State Education $1,251,474 $675,029,963 $1.85
Total $15,439,339 $22.45

Village Tax Rate Calculation

2020
$22.45

New Hampshire
Department of

Revenue 
Administration

Tax Rate Breakdown
Rindge

Tax Commitment Calculation
Total Municipal Tax Effort $15,439,339
War Service Credits ($215,500)
Village District Tax Effort $0
Total Property Tax Commitment $15,223,839

11/30/2020

James P. Gerry
Director of Municipal and Property Division
New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration

1 of 4Director-Approved Final Tax Rate - Rindge 1/29/2021 2:36:31 PM

59



Appropriations and Revenues
Municipal Accounting Overview

Description Appropriation Revenue
Total Appropriation $10,825,652
Net Revenues (Not Including Fund Balance) ($7,287,386)
Fund Balance Voted Surplus ($1,129,390)
Fund Balance to Reduce Taxes $0
War Service Credits $215,500
Special Adjustment $0
Actual Overlay Used $49,957
Net Required Local Tax Effort $2,674,333

County Apportionment
Description Appropriation Revenue

Net County Apportionment $2,505,076
Net Required County Tax Effort $2,505,076

Education
Description Appropriation Revenue

Net Local School Appropriations $0

Valuation
Municipal (MS-1)

Description Current Year Prior Year
Total Assessment Valuation with Utilities $688,860,863 $544,683,694
Total Assessment Valuation without Utilities $675,029,963 $530,765,463
Commercial/Industrial Construction Exemption $0 $0
Total Assessment Valuation with Utilities, Less Commercial/Industrial Construction Exemption $688,860,863 $544,683,694

Village (MS-1V)
Description Current Year

Net Cooperative School Appropriations $12,034,855
Net Education Grant ($1,774,925)
Locally Retained State Education Tax ($1,251,474)
Net Required Local Education Tax Effort $9,008,456
State Education Tax $1,251,474
State Education Tax Not Retained $0
Net Required State Education Tax Effort $1,251,474

2 of 4Director-Approved Final Tax Rate - Rindge 1/29/2021 2:36:31 PM
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Rindge
Tax Commitment Verification

2020 Tax Commitment Verification - RSA 76:10 II
Description Amount

Total Property Tax Commitment $15,223,839
1/2% Amount $76,119
Acceptable High $15,299,958
Acceptable Low $15,147,720

If the amount of your total warrant varies by more than 1/2%, the MS-1 form used to calculate the tax rate might not be 
correct. The tax rate will need to be recalculated. Contact your assessors immediately and call us at 603.230.5090 before 
you issue the bills. See RSA 76:10, II

Commitment Amount

Less amount for any applicable Tax Increment Financing Districts (TIF)

Net amount after TIF adjustment

Under penalties of perjury, I verify the amount above was the 2020 commitment amount on the property 
tax warrant.

Tax Collector/Deputy Signature: Date:

Submit this signed verification form with a copy of the completed and signed warrant total page and an actual tax bill to your DRA municipal auditor.Requirements for Semi-Annual Billing
Pursuant to RSA 76:15-a

76:15-a Semi-Annual Collection of Taxes in Certain Towns and Cities - I. Taxes shall be collected in the following manner 
in towns and cities which adopt the provisions of this section in the manner set out in RSA 76:15-b. A partial payment of 
the taxes assessed on April 1 in any tax year shall be computed by taking the prior year's assessed valuation times 1/2 of 
the previous year's tax rate; provided, however, that whenever it shall appear to the selectmen or assessors that certain 
individual properties have physically changed in valuation, they may use the current year's appraisal times 1/2 the 
previous year's tax rate to compute the partial payment.

Rindge Total Tax Rate Semi-Annual Tax Rate
Total 2020 Tax Rate $22.45 $11.23

Associated Villages

3 of 4Director-Approved Final Tax Rate - Rindge 1/29/2021 2:36:31 PM
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Fund Balance Retention
Enterprise Funds and Current Year Bonds $2,579,125
General Fund Operating Expenses $21,011,533
Final Overlay $49,957

DRA has provided a reference range of fund balance retention amounts below. Please utilize these ranges in the 
determination of the adequacy of your municipality’s unrestricted fund balance, as currently defined in GASB Statement 
54. Retention amounts, as part of the municipality’s stabilization fund policy [1], should be assessed dependent upon
your governments own long-term forecasts and special circumstances.  Please note that current best practices published
by GFOA recommend, at a minimum, that “…general purpose governments, regardless of size, maintain unrestricted
fund balance in their general fund of no less than two months of regular general fund operating revenues or regular
general fund operating expenditures.” [2],[3]
[1] The National Advisory Council on State and Local Budgeting (NACSLB), (1998), Framework for Improved State and Local Government Budgeting: Recommended Budget Practices (4.1), pg. 17.
[2] Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA), (2015), Best Practice: Fund Balance Guidelines for the General Fund..
[3] Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA), (2011), Best Practice: Replenishing General Fund Balance.

2020 Fund Balance Retention Guidelines: Rindge
Description Amount

Current Amount Retained (0.00%) $0
17% Retained (Maximum Recommended) $3,571,961
10% Retained $2,101,153
8% Retained $1,680,923
5% Retained (Minimum Recommended) $1,050,577

NOTICE: The current fund balance retained amount is below the minimum recommended threshold.

4 of 4Director-Approved Final Tax Rate - Rindge 1/29/2021 2:36:31 PM
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TAX RATE COMPARISON CHARTS 

58%

13.08
16%
3.64

18%
3.88

8%
1.85

Tax Rate

Local Ed

County

Municipal

State Ed

 $-

 $5.00

 $10.00

 $15.00

 $20.00

 $25.00

 $30.00

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020
COUNTY $3.61 $3.71 $4.48 $4.53 $3.64
STATE SCHOOL $2.38 $2.31 $2.25 $2.37 $1.85
LOCAL SCHOOL $17.43 $16.73 $16.37 $16.45 $13.08
TOWN $4.49 $4.44 $4.40 $4.41 $3.88

$4.49 $4.44 $4.40 $4.41 $3.88 

$17.43 $16.73 $16.37 $16.45 
$13.08 

$2.38 $2.31 $2.25 $2.37 

$1.85 

$3.61 $3.71 $4.48 $4.53 

$3.64 

Rindge Tax Rate 5 Year History
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Assessor

Richard Dorsett (KRT Appraisal)

Municipal Officials

Name Position Signature

ROBERTA OESER CHAIRMAN

ROBERT HAMILTON MEMBER

KARL PRUTER MEMBER

Preparer

Name Phone Email

RICHARD DORSETT (877)-337-5574 
ext. 110

richard_dorsett@krtappraisal.com

Preparer's Signature

Rindge
Summary Inventory of Valuation

Reports Required: RSA 21-J:34 as amended, provides for certification of valuations, appropriations, estimated 
revenues and such other information as the Department of Revenue Administration may require upon reports 
prescribed for that purpose.

Note: The values and figures provided represent the detailed values that are used in the city/towns tax 
assessments and sworn to uphold under Oath per RSA 75:7.

For assistance please contact:
NH DRA Municipal and Property Division

(603) 230-5090
http://www.revenue.nh.gov/mun-prop/
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Land Value Only Acres Valuation
1A Current Use RSA 79-A 11,624.28 $1,516,359
1B Conservation Restriction Assessment RSA 79-B 177.42 $4,258
1C Discretionary Easements RSA 79-C 0.00 $0
1D Discretionary Preservation Easements RSA 79-D 0.00 $0
1E Taxation of Land Under Farm Structures RSA 79-F 0.00 $0
1F Residential Land 6,472.40 $178,993,800
1G Commercial/Industrial Land 1,120.27 $18,572,600
1H Total of Taxable Land 19,394.37 $199,087,017
1I Tax Exempt and Non-Taxable Land 4,022.06 $15,219,200

Buildings Value Only Structures Valuation
2A Residential 0 $414,467,800
2B Manufactured Housing RSA 674:31 0 $5,227,700
2C Commercial/Industrial 0 $70,387,200
2D Discretionary Preservation Easements RSA 79-D 0 $0
2E Taxation of Farm Structures RSA 79-F 0 $0
2F Total of Taxable Buildings 0 $490,082,700
2G Tax Exempt and Non-Taxable Buildings 0 $46,530,800

Utilities & Timber Valuation
3A Utilities $13,830,900
3B Other Utilities $0
4 Mature Wood and Timber RSA 79:5 $0

5 Valuation before Exemption $703,000,617

Exemptions Total Granted Valuation
6 Certain Disabled Veterans RSA 72:36-a 1 $330,600
7 Improvements to Assist the Deaf RSA 72:38-b V 1 $16,186
8 Improvements to Assist Persons with Disabilities RSA 72:37-a 2 $8,277
9 School Dining/Dormitory/Kitchen Exemption RSA 72:23-IV 2 $300,000
10A Non-Utility Water & Air Pollution Control Exemption RSA 72:12

-a
1 $14,884

10B Utility Water & Air Polution Control Exemption RSA 72:12-a 0 $0

11 Modified Assessed Value of All Properties $702,330,670

Optional Exemptions Amount Per Total 
Granted

Valuation
12 Blind Exemption RSA 72:37 $15,000 1 $15,000
13 Elderly Exemption RSA 72:39-a,b $0 91 $11,067,758
14 Deaf Exemption RSA 72:38-b $0 0 $0
15 Disabled Exemption RSA 72:37-b $100,000 27 $2,348,299
16 Wood Heating Energy Systems Exemption RSA 72:70 $0 0 $0
17 Solar Energy Systems Exemption RSA 72:62 $0 1 $38,750
18 Wind Powered Energy Systems Exemption RSA 72:66 $0 0 $0
19 Additional School Dining/Dorm/Kitchen Exemptions RSA 72:23 

IV
$0 0 $0

19A Electric Energy Storage Systems  RSA 72:85 $0 0 $0

20 Total Dollar Amount of Exemptions $13,469,807
21A Net Valuation $688,860,863
21B Less TIF Retained Value $0
21C Net Valuation Adjusted to Remove TIF Retained Value $688,860,863
21D Less Commercial/Industrial Construction Exemption $0
21E Net Valuation Adjusted to Remove TIF Retained Value and Comm/Ind Construction 

Exemption 
$688,860,863

22 Less Utilities $13,830,900
23A Net Valuation without Utilities $675,029,963
23B Net Valuation without Utilities, Adjusted to Remove TIF Retained Value $675,029,963
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Utility Value Appraisers
New Hampshire Department of Revenue Administration

DRA

The municipality DOES use DRA utility values. The municipality IS equalized by the ratio.

Electric Company Name Distr. Distr. (Other) Gen. Trans. Valuation

NEW ENGLAND POWER COMPANY $467,900 $0 $395,100 $863,000

PSNH DBA EVERSOURCE ENERGY $222,100 $0 $12,745,800 $12,967,900

$690,000 $0 $13,140,900 $13,830,900
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Veteran's Tax Credits Limits Number Est. Tax Credits
Veterans' Tax Credit RSA 72:28 $500 187 $93,500
Surviving Spouse RSA 72:29-a $700 0 $0
Tax Credit for Service-Connected Total Disability RSA 72:35 $4,000 27 $108,000
All Veterans Tax Credit RSA 72:28-b $500 28 $14,000
Combat Service Tax Credit RSA 72:28-c $0 0 $0

242 $215,500

Deaf & Disabled Exemption Report

Deaf Income Limits
Single $0
Married $0

Deaf Asset Limits
Single $0
Married $0

Disabled Income Limits
Single $35,000
Married $50,000

Disabled Asset Limits
Single $150,000
Married $150,000

Elderly Exemption Report

First-time Filers Granted Elderly 
Exemption for the Current Tax Year

Age Number
65-74 3
75-79 1
80+ 0

Total Number of Individuals Granted Elderly Exemptions for the Current Tax 
Year and Total Number of Exemptions Granted

Age Number Amount Maximum Total
65-74 32 $100,000 $3,200,000 $2,955,891
75-79 23 $140,000 $3,220,000 $2,799,100
80+ 36 $200,000 $7,200,000 $5,312,767

91 $13,620,000 $11,067,758

Income Limits
Single $35,000
Married $50,000

Asset Limits
Single $150,000
Married $150,000

Has the municipality adopted Community Tax Relief Incentive? (RSA 79-E)
Granted/Adopted? No Structures:

Has the municipality adopted Taxation of Certain Chartered Public School Facilities? (RSA 79-H)
Granted/Adopted? No Properties:

Has the municipality adopted Taxation of Qualifying Historic Buildings? (RSA 79-G)
Granted/Adopted? No Properties:

Has the municipality adopted the optional commercial and industrial construction exemption? (RSA 72:76-78 or RSA 
72:80-83)

Granted/Adopted? No Properties:
Percent of assessed value attributable to new construction to be exempted:

Total Exemption Granted:

Has the municipality granted any credits under the low-income housing tax credit tax program? (RSA 75:1-a)
Granted/Adopted? Yes Properties: 1

Assessed value prior to effective date of RSA 75:1-a: 2,655,200
Current Assessed Value: $2,111,900
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Current Use RSA 79-A Total Acres Valuation
Farm Land 683.31 $285,764
Forest Land 8,716.34 $1,156,491
Forest Land with Documented Stewardship 626.30 $35,847
Unproductive Land 131.29 $3,049
Wet Land 1,467.04 $35,208

11,624.28 $1,516,359

Other Current Use Statistics
Total Number of Acres Receiving 20% Rec. Adjustment Acres: 185.20
Total Number of Acres Removed from Current Use During Current Tax Year Acres: 22.00
Total Number of Owners in Current Use Owners: 314
Total Number of Parcels in Current Use Parcels: 480

Land Use Change Tax
Gross Monies Received for Calendar Year $7,830
Conservation Allocation Percentage: 100.00

%
Dollar Amount: $7,830

Monies to Conservation Fund $7,830
Monies to General Fund $0

Conservation Restriction Assessment Report RSA 79-B Acres Valuation
Farm Land 0.00 $0
Forest Land 0.00 $0
Forest Land with Documented Stewardship 0.00 $0
Unproductive Land 85.46 $2,051
Wet Land 91.96 $2,207

177.42 $4,258

Other Conservation Restriction Assessment Statistics
Total Number of Acres Receiving 20% Rec. Adjustment Acres: 0.00
Total Number of Acres Removed from Conservation Restriction During Current Tax 
Year

Acres: 0.00

Owners in Conservation Restriction Owners: 1
Parcels in Conservation Restriction Parcels: 4
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Discretionary Easements RSA 79-C Acres Owners Assessed Valuation
0.00 0 $0

Taxation of Farm Structures and Land Under Farm Structures RSA 79-F
Number Granted Structures Acres Land Valuation Structure Valuation

0 0 0.00 $0 $0

Discretionary Preservation Easements RSA 79-D
Owners Structures Acres Land Valuation Structure Valuation

0 0 0.00 $0 $0

Map Lot Block % Description
This municipality has no Discretionary Preservation Easements.

Tax Increment Financing District Date Original Unretained Retained Current
This municipality has no TIF districts.

Revenues Received from Payments in Lieu of Tax Revenue Acres
State and Federal Forest Land, Recreational and/or land from MS-434, account 3356 and 3357 $764.00 1,157.50
White Mountain National Forest only, account 3186 0.00

Payments in Lieu of Tax from Renewable Generation Facilities (RSA 72:74) Amount
This municipality has not adopted RSA 72:74 or has no applicable PILT sources.

Other Sources of Payments in Lieu of Taxes (MS-434 Account 3186) Amount
INTERVARSITY AT TOAH NIPI $10,906

$10,906

Notes

LINE 10A THE PREVIOUS MS-1'S LISTED 2 EXEMPTIONS TOTALING $4,346,284, ONE FOR MBLU 9-20-A IN THE 
AMOUNT OF $4,331,400 AND ONE FOR MBLU 18-10 IN THE AMOUNT OF$14,884. 9-20-A IS A FULLY EXEMPT 
PARCEL, SO THE EXEMPTION SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN ACCOUNTED FOR IN PAST MS-1'S
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EMPLOYEE EARNINGS 

Regular Overtime Detail/Teaching 

2,000 
2,000 
1,640 
9,286 

11,605 
79 

506 
51,257 
30,394 
64,708 
18,724 
4,824 

100 

40,694 
6,075 
9,789 127 

464 
674 

1,374 
515 

1,247 

52,365 
4,141 
2,261 

81,619 
299 

56,566 6,524 
38,986 4,349 
1,242 

42,626 3,421 

Town Office - Administration: 
Hamilton, Robert 
Oeser, Roberta 
Pruter, Karl 
Aldridge, Brenden 
Christian, Michele 
Dubois, Tammy 
DuVernay, David 
Gravell, Sara 
Haskell, Carla 
May, Laurie 
Rautiola, Lori 
Rogers, Helene 
Weidner, Rebecca 

Town Clerk: 
Knight, Lauralei 
Helsel, Jennifer 
Hildreth, Patricia 

Elections & Registration: 
Eicher, Charles 
Letourneau, Roberta 
Macleod, Karla 
McCracken, John 
Wiley, Lisa 

Tax Collector: 
Donovan, Carol 
Hildreth, Patricia 
LaVache, Andrea 

Public Works: 
Cloutier Sr., Michael 
Bilodeau, David 
Cloutier, Richard 
Earle, Fred 
Ellis, Nicholas 
Fish Jr., George 
Hill, Christopher 2,665 
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EMPLOYEE EARNINGS 

Jackson, Leif 40,531 4,115 
Kemp, Scott 39,236 4,476 
Knight Jr, Robert 44,746 5,238 
Kundert, Jean 9,045 
Lambert, Betsy 281 
LaPlante, Leigh 1,240 
Rourke, Edward 34,886 1,463  
Planning & Zoning: 
Hoyland, Susan 11,297 
McCummings, Kim 14,526 

Fire, Emergency Management, Health & 
Building: 
Donovan, Rickard 97,252   135 
Bevilacqua, Joseph 7,844 
Burrage, Charles Casey 56,968 1,644  60 
Choiniere, Benjamin 4,127 
Cloutier, David 2,569 
Cosman, Daniel 10,930 
Davis, Homer 2,753  90 
Dillon, Brian 281 
Douglas, Debra 51,847 1,046 
Fahey, John 652 
Gardiner, Arthur 4,538 
Gardiner, Danielle 7,792 
Gerke, John 210 
Hill, Christopher 1,780 
Hines, Dakota 210   150 
Houle, Connor 325 
Huntington, Ashley 1,840 
Janas, Jessica 10,686 
Johnson, Brian 297 
Lassila, Zachary 4,129 
Leger, Andrew 6,350 
Moore, Darian 84 
Osimo, Ronald 414 
Paradis, Brian 3,740 
Pruter, Karl 2,242 
Pugh, David 3,600 
Pugh, Marie 22,489 43   170 
Robblee, Steve 13 
Seppala, Roger 660 
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6,835 
1,613 

227 
1,212 
6,046  90 
5,009 
3,798 
5,453 

627 

94,468   18,240 
19,498 1,471 
37,792 
52,294 16,480   12,208 
48,252 5,880   903 
20,400 1,215   380 
14,155 1,368 

26,846.29 3,442  3,776 
69,095 9,656  1,021 

53  
47,775 8,340   10,213 
53,311 7,355  3,634 
8,306  1,493  5,771 

43,937 
14,492 38  4,821 
15,749 

417  4,893 

57,943 
1,062 
1,884 
1,806 

Seppala, Taylor 
Soroka, David 
Stewart, Beth 
Valliere, Caleb 
Wamsley, Brittany 
Wamsley, Michael 
Wiley, Joseph 
Williams, Trevor 
Wood, Jeremy 

Police Department & Animal Control: 
Anair, Daniel 
Bain, Jeffrey 
Boggis, Vint 
Ciarcia, John 
Eneguess, Michael 
Griffin, Mark 
Harris, Lawrence 

Letourneau, Zachary 

Malynowski, Rachel 
Martin, Christopher 
McGeeney, James 
Rocheleau, Maximin 
Rogers, Brianna 
Roy, Nicholas 
Seppala, Jeffrey 
Szalanski, Michelle 
Tucker, Craig 

Recreation: 
Bemis, Daniel 
Beaven, Delaney 
Bergeron, Kerrigan 
Buckjune, Riley 
Chemello, Karen 9,508 
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EMPLOYEE EARNINGS 

1,220 
1,144 

684 
36,485 

322 
4,626 

403 
621 
308 
578 

1,352 

53,479 
2,818 
1,135 

20,031 
4,690 
5,830 

19,731 
11,897 

Faircloth, Alexis 
Faircloth, Alexis 
Fleming, Alessandra 
Forzese, Karissa 
Graff, Elizabeth 
Kurylo, Terri 
O'Brien-Simoneau, Kristen 
Russin, Brenna 
Truong, Kaylee 
Wolterbeek, Georgia 
Wolterbeek, Georgia 

Library: 
Straitiff, Donna 
Boucher, Nancy 
Hastings, Kathy 
McQuaid, Mary 
Migotsky, Jennifer 
Schuyler, Laurie 
Vanderhorst, Sheila 
Zebrowski, Catherine 

Conservation Commission: 
Lefebvre, Albert 1,830 
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Deliberative Session 

Meeting Minutes 

February 1, 2020

First Meeting: Saturday, February 1, 2020 

Voters on Checklist: 4,398 

Voters Attending Meeting: Approximately 65 

Second Meeting: Tuesday, March 10, 2020 

Ballots Cast: 1349 

 Town Moderator Charlie Eicher called the meeting to order at 9:00am.  Charlie introduced 

Boyl Scout Troop 308 of Rindge;  Members included August Swinehart, Jack Sementa, Lula 

Swinehart, Dane Aucoin and Marcus Sementa.  John Sementa led the meeting in the Pledge 

of Allegiance.  Charlie then introduced Town Administrator Sarah Gravell. He introduced 

the Board of Selectmen; Chair, Bob Hamilton, Roberta Oeser, and Karl Pruter.  Department 

Heads;  Police Chief, Daniel Anair, Director of Public Works, Michael Cloutier and Director of 

Public and Life Safety, Rick Donovan, Recreation Director, Daniel Bemis.  Town Officials; 

Finance Director, Laurie May, ActingTown Clerk,  Pat Hildreth, assistant town clerk Lauralei 

Knight, assistant Craig Clark.   He introduced the Budget Advisory Committee Members; 

Chairman, Sharon Rasku, and Philip Motta.  Library Director Donna Straitiff, Supervisors of 

the Checklist; Roberta Letourneau, Lisa Wiley and Karla MacLeod were also introduced.  He 

also announced that it  will be Roberta Letourneau's last deliberative session as Supervisor 

of the Checklist and has served the town for 14 years and the town is very grateful for all 

she's done. 

 Charlie explained the process of the meeting and asked if anyone had any questions, he 

then went over article 1 which is the election of officers.    

Article 1: 

 To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing. 

Selectman   3 years,     1 Seat 

 Bob Hamilton - 1040 
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 Town Clerk       3 years,     1 Seat 

 Lauralei Knight - 680 

 Brenda Lashua - 575 

 Tax Collector  3 years,     1 Seat 

Carol Cersosimo - 462 

Carol Donovan - 802 

Planning Board       3 Years,     2 Seats 

Samuel Bouchie - 674 

Jeffrey Dickler - 622 

Jonah Ketola - 661 

Treasurer       3 Years,     1 Seat 

Helen Rogers - 1103 

Town Moderator       2 Years,     1 Seat 

Charles Eicher - 1087 

Budget Advisory Committee     3 Years,     2 Seats 

Sharon Rasku – 970 

Write In – Tom Coneys - 250 

Supervisor of the Checklist       6  Years,     1 Seat 

John McCracken - 1038 

Cemetery Trustee       3 Years,  1 Seat 

William Harper - 1075 

Cemetery Trustee       2 Years,  1 Seat 

Arwen Mellor - 1077 

Zoning Board of Adjustments   3 Years,   1 Seat 

William Thomas - 1035 

Zoning Board  of Adjustments  1 Year,  1 Seat 
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George Carmichael - 995 

Library Trustee       3 Years,     1 Seat 

Linda Dodge - 1097 

Trustee of Trust Funds    3 Years,     1 Seat 

J Dwight Schenk - 1057 

 Article 2: 

To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Million Thirty Seven 

Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty Five Dollars ($5,037,825) for the purpose of furnishing, 

constructing and installing facilities and equipment to make available to every residential and 

business address in the Town of Rindge a “Fiber to the premises” network by Consolidated 

Communications Enterprise Services, Inc. (“Consolidated”), with Two Million Five Hundred 

Seventy Nine One Hundred and Twenty Five ($2,579,125) Dollars of such sum to be raised 

through the issuance of bonds or notes, under and in compliance with the Municipal Finance Act, 

RSA 33:1, et seq, as amended; and Two Million Four Hundred Fifty Eight Thousand Seven 

Hundred ($2,458,700) Dollars of such sum as a donation from Consolidated; to authorize the 

Board of Selectmen to apply for, obtain and accept federal, state or other aid, gifts, and donations 

which may be available for said project and to negotiate, sell and deliver said bonds and notes 

and to determine the rate of interest thereon and the maturity  and other terms thereof and to 

authorize the Board of Selectmen to take any other action or to pass any other vote relative 

thereto. (3/5 Vote Required) There is no tax impact. 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed.   Recommended by the Budget 

Advisory Committee, 5 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Roberta Oeser  made a motion to amend Article 2 to add “thousand” after twenty five , 

motion was seconded by Jed Brumer and the motion was carried by a hand count.  Roberta 

went over the articleand also mentioned that Rob Koester from Consolidated was there to 

answer any questions.  Slides were shown to discuss the internet speeds.  Roberta also 

stated that there was no tax impact. 

Article  2 will appear on the ballot. 

Yes -  1151        No -  174    

Article 3: 

To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to enter into a five year lease/purchase 

agreement and equip a new Fire Rescue Truck  to replace the 1998 Freightliner FL60 rescue  in 

the amount of Two Hundred and Sixty Five Thousand ($265,000) Dollars, with said amount to 
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be offset by trading in the current rescue for Fifteen Thousand ($15,000) Dollars, said lease to be 

payable over a five year term, and further to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Five 

Thousand Eleven Dollars and Seventeen Cents ($55,011.17) for the first year’s payment for that 

purpose. The lease agreement contains an escape clause. 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 

Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Karl Pruter went over the article and stated that this is an essential piece of equipment for 

the town. The cost impact will be about $20 per year per property. 

No changes to Article 3, the article will appear on the ballot. 

Yes -917        No -395 

Article 4: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including 

appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts 

set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the 

purposes set forth therein, totaling Four Million One Hundred Seventy Five Thousand 

($4,175,000) Dollars. Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be Four Million 

One Hundred Sixty One Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty Seven ($4,161,167) Dollars which 

is the same as last year with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town of 

Rindge or by law; or the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 

40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of a revised operating budget only. 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 

Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Bob Hamilton addressed Article 4.  The budget will have a 3% wage increase over the 2019 

budget. He also said there will be a modest increase in operating budget.  Increases were 

contractual obligations or mandated.  They are also looking at individual salaries and 

trying to bring them up to national standards.  Arthur Knight asked the question if there 

was any consideration to adjusting to a 53 week pay year.   Bob answered that it wasit 

would be divided by 53 pay periods resulting in a reduced weekly paycheck but the same 

annual salary. 

No changes to Article 4, the article will appear on the ballot. 

Yes -  867      No - 433   

Article 5: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Million Two Hundred and 

Fifty Thousand ($1,250,000.00) Dollars for engineering, environmental permitting and 

construction for the replacement of the Wellington Road Bridge over Converseville Brook 

(NHDOT Bridge No. 154/069), and to authorize withdrawal of $1,000,000 from the unassigned 
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fund balance to participate in the NHDOT Municipal Managed Bridge Aid Program where the 

town will be reimbursed 80% of the costs. To further raise and appropriate the town’s portion of 

the project (remaining 20%) of 250,000 which will be offset by $146,000 from the Wellington 

Road Bridge Replacement Capital Reserve Fund and $104,000 from the unassigned fund balance. 

This special warrant article will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI until the project 

is finished or 2022, whichever occurs first. There is no tax impact. (Majority Vote Required). 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 

Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

 Roberta Oeser went over Article 5. It is basically allowing the selectmen to use general 

funds that the town has been saving for the past 8 years.  The road will be closed during 

construction, but its important to get work done before the state closes the road.  No tax 

impact. 

No changes to Article 5, the article will appear on the ballot. 

Yes - 1122       No -191 

Article 6: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ninety-Two Thousand Nine 

Hundred and Seventy-Six ($92,976) Dollars for the third payment on the Fire Department 

Engine One replacement voted on and approved by the Town pursuant to Article 5 of the 2018 

Town Warrant. The lease agreement contains an escape clause. 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 

Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Karl Pruter went over Article 6 .  He stated that this is the third payment of five .  There 

will be some tax impact. 

No changes to Article 6, the article will appear on the ballot. 

Yes - 1120       No -196 

Article 7: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ninety Two Thousand Eight 

Hundred and Forty ($92,840) Dollars for the purpose of purchasing and equipping a new 

Backhoe to replace the 2006 backhoe and with an additional Twenty Thousand ($20,000) Dollars 

for the purchase from the Transfer Station Revolving Fund and said purchase to be offset by 

trading in the old backhoe for $23,500 and the remaining amount of $49,340 to be raised through 

general taxation. 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 

Advisory Committee, 5 in favor, 0 opposed) 

 Bob Hamilton made a motion to amend article 7 from $92,840 to $112,840 then the  

remaining amount of $49,340 to $69,340.   
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Roberta Oeser seconded the motion. Motion carried. Bob stated that the new backhoe will 

be for plowing and the plow can turn sideways and be more efficient in the cemeteries. 

Article 7 will go on the ballot as amended 

Yes – 720   No - 584 

Article 8: 

To see if the town will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 35:1 

for the purpose of repair and maintenance of existing town buildings and facilities and to raise 

and appropriate the sum of Forty Thousand ($40,000) Dollars to be placed in this fund and to 

authorize Forty Thousand Dollars to be withdrawn from the unassigned fund balance which 

represents sales of tax deeded properties. Further, to name the selectmen as agents to expend said 

fund. There is no tax impact.   

(Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 

Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Roberta Oeser went over Article 8.  There are some concerns to the town buildings.  No tax 

impact. 

No changes to Article 8 the article will appear on the ballot. 

Yes -1092        No -229 

Article 9: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand ($50,000) 

Dollars to be added to the Highway Department Equipment Capital Reserve Fund previously 

established. 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 

Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Karl Pruter went over the article, there will be an $18  tax impact.  He stated that this is a 

fund to build for the future issues to help maintain a steady tax rate instead of a last minute 

impact.  Al Lafave made a motion for -               reconsideration.  Mark Tanner seconded. 

No changes to Article 9,  the article will appear on the ballot. 

Yes -861        No -456 

Article 10: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twelve Thousand ($12,000) 

Dollars for the Cemetery Expendable Trust Fund previously established. This is the third of a 

five year project that will end after the five years. 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 

Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 
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 Bob Hamilton went over article 10.  There is no tax impact.  The money would be used  to 

repair gravestones at the Hillside cementary and to help maintain the roads. 

No changes to Article 10 the article will appear on the ballot. 

Yes -  1064      No - 236 

Article 11: 

Shall the Town vote to increase the Optional veteran’s tax credit for service-connected total 

disability from $2,000 to $4,000, as allowed by New Hampshire RSA 72:35, I-a, effective 

January 1, 2020, pursuant to NH Senate Bill 341. The optional tax credit for service-connected 

total disability shall replace the standard tax credit in its entirety and shall not be in addition 

thereto. (Submitted by petition) 

Recommended by the Budget Advisory Committee, 3 in favor, 2 opposed, 1 abstention) 

Craig Clark spoke about Article 11.  He stated that it is a state provision and why would we 

not take advantage of it.  William Gunther asked why there would be opposition?  Phil 

Motta said that the article is open ended and not knowing what the cost would be that tax 

payers would pay the difference.  Kathy John moved to amend the article by saying  it 

should be a 100% disability.  Arthur Knight seconded the motion.  Judy Unger-Clark asked 

if the article can be amended by a motion.  Roberta Oeser checked the RSA and read it out 

loud.  Lisa Wiley also commented that the article wording would have to stay the same 

according to statue 23-A.  John Hunt also read his version of total disability.  Arthur 

Knight withdrew his second to the motion made by Kathy John.  Charlie read the motion 

again.   

No changes to Article 11, the article will appear on the ballot. 

Yes -822        No -482 

Article 12: 

 Shall the Town of Rindge refuse to accept any roads as a public highway until any further 

acceptance is voted upon by the legislative body? If passed, this policy takes effect immediately. 

(Submitted by petition) 

Ronnie Hamilton made a motion to strike the first sentence in Article 12 and have it read 

“Shall the Town vote, as provided by RSA674:40 -A, to rescind the selectmen's delegated 

authority to accept dedicated streets under RSA 674:40 with the authority to revert back to 

the Legislative Body (town voters) at annual Town Meetings.”    

Acceptance of these roads (to be class 5 roads) by the Town requires a larger highway 

department budget for maintenance, as well as capital improvements for equipment and 

road repairs, and can place an undue burden to the taxpayers.  As more developments that 

have been approved and /or will be approved, it is expanding our budget services.  While 

Fire and Police Departments budgets will be stressed, the Highway Department will feel the 

largest impact. 
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This article does not take away anyone's right to put in a petition warrant article for a road 

to be accepted, such as Scott Lane back in 2011 as the legislative body(voters) approved 

their .5 miles as an official town road.  It passed 839 to 751.  This article also does not 

infringe on Homeowners Associations,, and other private roads whereas neighbors have 

verbal agreements to maintain their roads.  Most have said they like it that way.  Under 

New Hampshire law, for a non-public road to become a public highway, the road must be 

“accepted “ by vote of the Town meeting, the only exception is if the town has, by previous 

vote of Town meeting delegated acceptance under RSA 674:40-A.   

So the “intent” of this petition warrant article is to simply take the acceptance of rads from 

the BOS and place it into the hands of the legislative body- the voters.  The Roadway 

Committee would still be  following Ordinance K and their obligation and responsibility of 

addressing issues concerning Town roadways and highway safety, and participating, 

resolving and/or providing recommendations to the Board of Selectmen, who would in turn 

submit it in a Warrant Article for the legislative body-voters to be put on the ballot.   

Jim Qualey seconded the motion.  The motion carried by a hand vote. 

Article 12 will be placed on the ballot with an amend. 

Yes - 635      No -612 

Article 13: 

To see if the Town will vote to re-instate the Growth Management Ordinance (GMO) as 

amended in 2008 which limits the number of building permits that can be issues in a calendar 

year for residential construction. A copy of the ordinance can be obtained by the Planning 

Department for review. If passed, this ordinance can only be rescinded by a vote of the 

legislative body (voters).  (Submitted by petition) 

Not recommended by the Planning Board, 0 in favor, 6 opposed. 

Charlie Eicher read the article and stated that this article cannot be amended, and will go 

on the ballot as is. 

No changes to Article 13, the article will appear on the ballot. 

Yes - 480       No - 819 

Article 14: 

To see if the Town will re-instate the Impact Fee Ordinance (originally passed by voters in 2003, 

and rescinded by the voters in 2017) that will authorize the Planning Board to assess impact fees 

for residential development and to adopt regulations to implement the provisions of the 

ordinance.  If passed, this ordinance will be retroactive to January 1, 2020. This can only be 
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rescinded by the legislative body (voters). These fees would help to off-set the costs to essential 

services, like our Police, Fire and Highway Departments. (Submitted by petition) 

Not recommended by the Planning Board, 0 in favor, 6 opposed. 

Charlie Eicher went over article 14, this article cannot be amended, and will appear on the 

ballot as is. 

No changes to Article 14, the article will appear on the ballot. 

Yes - 463       No -832 

 Article 15: 

Shall the Town vote to adopt a Noise Ordinance in accordance with RSA 31:39, I (n), to promote 

an environment free from excessive noise which unnecessarily jeopardizes the health and welfare 

of the citizens of the Rindge and degrades the quality of life in this community, without unduly 

prohibiting, limiting or otherwise regulating the function to certain noise-producing equipment 

which is not amenable to such controls yet is essential to the economy and quality of life of the 

community. The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish standards for the control of noise and 

noise disturbances in the Town by prohibiting specific activities during designated times and by 

setting maximum permissible sound levels within the Town. The prohibited hours of creating 

excessive noise is generally late evening through early morning hours. (Submitted by petition 

Evelyn  Goodspeed spoke on this article.  She stated that she has lived in Rindge over 20 

years and have had some noise issues such as construction work going on at 10:00 oclock at 

night while she is tring to sleep.  She has called the police , but they cannot help, she has 

also brought it to the attention of the selectmen but they could not help either. There is 

currently no noise ordinance in Rindge.  80% of New Hampshire towns have a noise 

ordinance and they noticed less call volume. 

Al Lefabre  made the motion to limit reconsideration of the article and Philip Motto 

seconded. 

No changes to Article 15, the article will appear on the ballot. 

Yes - 592       No -710 

Article 16: 

We the town of Rindge hereby call upon our State and Federal elected representatives to enact 

carbon-pricing legislation to protect New Hampshire from costs and environmental risks of 

continued climate inaction. To protect households, we support a Carbon Fee and Dividend 

approach that charges fossil fuel producers for their carbon pollution and rebates the money 

collected to all residents on an equal basis. Enacting a Carbon Cash-Back program decreases 

long-term fossil-fuel dependence, aids in the economic transition for energy consumers, and 

keeps local energy dollars in New Hampshire’s economy. Carbon Cash-Back has been 

championed by US economists (Jan 17, 2019 WSJ) as the most effective and fair way to deliver 
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rapid reductions in harmful carbon emissions at the scale required for our safety. (Submitted by 

petition) 

Pat Martin presented a slide show.  The pricing advantage of a carbon fee are:   1. most 

cost -effective 2. econmy-wide, 3. fastest way to reduce emissions 4. self-financing 5. enables 

carbon dividends 6. empowers the American people 7. justifies regulatory streamlining 8. 

unlocks innovation 9. technology -neutral 10. enhances competitiveness 11. puts America in 

the driver's seat and 12. promotes bipartisanship.  How this works, charge a fee on fossil 

fuels at the source 2. return 100% of net revenue to households as a dividend and 3. carbon 

border adjustment. Some of the benefits  are less carbon emissions over the next 12 years, 

families would get paid (annual dividend for a family of 4 in year 10) , a healthier 

environment, and jobs will be created (2.1 million jobs created over 10 years in local 

communities). 

Yes – 538     No -748 

Charlie Eicher asked if there was any other business. 

Craig Clark just wanted to thank Nancy Martin for all the years of dedication  and service 

to her job.  The audience gave her a round of applause. 

Bob Hamilton made a motion to adjourn and Roberta Oser seconded .  The meeting ended 

at 10:20. 

__________________________________     

Robert Hamilton- Chairman 

___________________________________ 

Roberta Oeser 

___________________________________ 

Karl Pruter 
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2021 Town Warrant 

To the inhabitants of the Town of Rindge in the County of Cheshire, in said State of New Hampshire, 
qualified to vote in Town Affairs. 

You are hereby notified that the first session (deliberative) of the Annual Town Meeting of the Town 
of Rindge will be held at the Rindge Memorial School on School Street, in said Rindge on Saturday, 
January 30, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. with a snow date of Monday, February 2, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. Warrant 
Articles may be amended at this session per RSA 40:13, IV, with the exception of Warrant Articles 
whose wording is prescribed by law and cannot be amended per RSA 40:13, IV-a. Warrant Articles 
that are amended shall be placed on the official ballot for a final vote on the main motion, as amended. 

You are further notified that the second session of the Annual Town Meeting of the Town of Rindge 
will be held at the Rindge Memorial School in said Rindge on Tuesday, March 9, 2021 at 7:00 a.m. to 
vote on all warrant articles from the first session on official ballot per RSA 40:13, VII. The polls will 
be open on said date at 7:00 a.m. in the forenoon and will not close until 7:00 p.m. in the evening. 

Article 1:  

To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing: 

Selectmen- 3 years- 1 seat 

Planning Board- 3 years- 2 seats 

Budget Advisory Committee- 3 years- 2 seat 

Zoning Board- 3 years- 2 seats 

Zoning Board –1 year – 1 seat 

Cemetery Trustee- 3 years- 1 seat 

Trustee of the Trust Funds- 3 years- 1 seat 

Library Trustee- 3 years- 2 seats 
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Article 2: 

Are you in favor of the adoption of this amendment to the Town of Rindge Zoning Ordinance as 
proposed by the Planning Board and generally described as follows:  To amend Article III (General 
Provisions) Section I by adding the following: “The overall density of a PURD shall not exceed one (1) 
dwelling unit per the minimum lot size for the applicable zoning district. PURD’s are permitted in the 
Residential, Residential-Agricultural, Village and College Districts.”  

(Recommended by the Planning Board: 7 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Article 3: 

Are you in favor of the adoption of this amendment to the Town of Rindge Zoning Ordinance as 
proposed by the Planning Board and generally described as follows: To amend Article IV (Residential 
District) Section A.1 and Article V (Residential-Agricultural District) Section A.1 by requiring that 
each dwelling unit be on a separate lot with the exception of Accessory Dwelling Units. 

(Recommended by the Planning Board: 7 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Article 4: 

Are you in favor of the adoption of this amendment to the Town of Rindge Zoning Ordinance as 
proposed by the Planning Board and generally described as follows: To amend Article XX 
(Definitions) Section 14 to read as follows: “Dwelling, Multi-Unit: Any building or structure 
containing more than two (2) dwelling units but not more than six (6) dwelling units.”  

(Recommended by the Planning Board: 7 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Article 5: 

Are you in favor of the adoption of this amendment to the Town of Rindge Zoning Ordinance as 
proposed by the Planning Board and generally described as follows: To amend Article XX 
(Definitions) Section 25 to read as follows: “Moderate to High Density Housing: Residential 
development (3 or more attached units, not to exceed 6 units per structure), where multiple 
structures are permitted on a single lot. This development is concentrated in agreed upon growth 
zones, and is designed to reduce driving, create neighborhoods and foster community identity.”  

(Recommended by the Planning Board: 7 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Article 6: 

Are you in favor of the adoption of this amendment to the Town of Rindge Zoning Ordinance and 
more particularly within the Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board 
and generally described as follows: To amend Section 2 by permitting Accessory Dwelling Units 
(ADUs) in the College District.  

(Recommended by the Planning Board: 7 in favor, 0 opposed) 
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Article 7: 

Are you in favor of the adoption of this amendment to the Town of Rindge Zoning Ordinance and 
more particularly within the Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance as proposed by the Planning Board 
and generally described as follows: To amend the Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance to allow 
detached Accessory Dwelling Units and to remove language restricting such.  

(Recommended by the Planning Board: 7 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Article 8: 

Are you in favor of the adoption of this amendment to the Town of Rindge Zoning Map as proposed 
by the Planning Board and generally described as follows:  Amend the Zoning Map such that all of 
Map 2 Lot 46 lies within the Business – Light Industry District. Currently the parcel is bisected by the 
Business – Light Industry and Residential – Agricultural Zoning Districts; the amendment would 
include the parcel exclusively in the Business – Light Industry District.  

(Recommended by the Planning Board: 5 in favor, 1 opposed, 1 abstained) 

Article 9: 

Are you in favor of the adoption of this amendment to the Town of Rindge Zoning Map as proposed 
by the Planning Board and generally described as follows:  Amend the Zoning Map such that all of 
Map 2 Lot 54 lies within the Business – Light Industry District. Currently the parcel is bisected by the 
Business – Light Industry and Residential – Agricultural Zoning Districts; the amendment would 
include the parcel exclusively in the Business – Light Industry District. 

(Not recommended by the Planning Board: 0 in favor, 7 opposed) 

Article 10: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including 
appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts 
set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the 
purposes set forth therein, totaling Four Million Five Hundred Thousand Dollars ($4,500,000). 
Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be Four Million Four Hundred Thirty 
Thousand and Three Hundred Forty Seven Dollars ($4, 430,347) which is the same as last year with 
certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town of Rindge or by law; or the governing 
body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the issue of 
a revised operating budget only. 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Not recommended by the Budget 
Advisory Committee, 3 in favor, 3 opposed) 
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Article 11: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Five Thousand Eleven Dollars 
and Seventeen cents ($55, 011.17) for the second payment on the fire rescue truck voted on and 
approved by the Town pursuant to Article 3 of the 2019 Town Warrant. The lease agreement contains 
an escape clause. 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 
Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Article 12: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ninety Two Thousand Nine Hundred 
and Seventy Six Dollars ($92,976) for the fourth payment on the Fire Department Engine One 
replacement voted on and approved by the Town pursuant to Article 5 of the 2018 Town Warrant. 
The lease agreement contains an escape clause. 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 
Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

Article 13: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) to 
be added to the Highway Department Equipment Capital Reserve Fund previously established.  

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen, 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 
Advisory Committee, 5 in favor, 1 opposed.) 

Article 14: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twelve Thousand Dollars ($12,000) 
for the Cemetery Expendable Trust Fund previously established. 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen, 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 
Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed.) 

Article 15: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand Dollars ($50,000) to 
be added to the  Capital Reserve Fund previously established for the purpose of repair and 
maintenance of existing Town buildings and facilities.  

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen, 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 
Advisory Committee, 5 in favor, 1 opposed.) 
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Article 16: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twenty Five Thousand Dollars 
($25,000)    to be added to the Fire Department Equipment Capital Reserve Fund to save for the 
replacement of the Command Vehicle. This would be the first of two payments to be put toward the 
vehicle’s replacement.   

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen, 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 
Advisory Committee, 5 in favor, 1 opposed) 

Article 17: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Seven Thousand Seven Hundred 
Thirty Six Dollars ($57,736) to hire a ninth Full-time Police Officer to be hired no sooner than April 
1, 2021.   

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen, 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 
Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed.) 

Article 18: 

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twelve Thousand Seven Hundred 
and Fifty Dollars ($12,750) to be added to the Revaluation Capital Reserve Account previously 
established for the 2025 Revaluation and to authorize the withdrawal of Twelve Thousand Seven 
Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($12,750) from the unassigned fund balance for this purpose.  

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen, 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget 
Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed.) 

Article 19: 

To see if the Town shall decrease the income limit amount for the disabled and elderly exemption to 
$25,000 for a single person and $35,000 for married couples and to reduce the asset limit to $75,000 
for a single person and $100,000 for a married couple? 

(Recommended by the Board of Selectmen, 3 in favor, 0 opposed.) 
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Article 20: 

To transact any other business that may legally come before this meeting. 
Given under our hand and seal this 25th day of January in the year of our Lord, Two Thousand and 
Twenty-One. 

RINDGE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

____________________________ 
Roberta K. Oeser, Chairman 

____________________________ 
Karl J. Pruter, Vice-Chairman 

____________________________ 
Robert A. Hamilton 

Town Clerk 

____________________________ 
Lauralei Knight 
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Amendments made at the Deliberative Session 
January, 30, 2021 

Article 19 was amended to read as follows: 

To see if the town shall form a committee to study the feasibility of decreasing the income limit amount 
for the disabled and elderly exemption for a single person and for married couples and to reduce the asset 
limit for a single person and for a married couple. 
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Synopsis of the Annual Town Meeting 
State of New Hampshire 

Town of Rindge 
March, 10 2020 

Article 1: To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year ensuing: 

Board of Selectmen (1) 3-year term
Robert Hamilton 1040

Moderator (1) 2-year term
Charlie Eicher  1087

Planning Board (2) 3-year term
Samuel Bouchie 674
Jonah Ketola 661

Town Clerk  (1) 3-year term
Lauralei Knight 680

Tax Collector (1) 3-year term
Carol Donovan 802

Treasurer (1) 3-year term
Helene Rogers 1103

Supervisors of the Checklist (1) 6-year term
John T. McCracken 1038

Zoning Board  (1) 3-year term
William Thomas 1035

Zoning Board  (1) 1-year term
George Carmichael 995

Cemetery Trustee (1) 3-year term
William Harper 1075

Cemetery Trustee (1) 2-year term
Arwen Mellor  1077

Trustee of the Trust Fund (1) 3-year term
J. Dwight Schenk 1057

Budget Advisory Committee (2) 3-year term
Sharon Rasku  970
Write In: Tom Coneys 250
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Article 2: To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Five Million Thirty Seven 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Twenty Five Dollars ($5,037,825) for the purpose of furnishing, 
constructing and installing facilities and equipment to make available to every residential and 
business address in the Town of Rindge a “Fiber to the premises” network by Consolidated 
Communications Enterprise Services, Inc. (“Consolidated”), with Two Million Five Hundred Seventy 
Nine Thousand One Hundred and Twenty Five ($2,579,125) Dollars of such sum to be raised through 
the issuance of bonds or notes, under and in compliance with the Municipal Finance Act, RSA 33:1, et 
seq, as amended; and Two Million Four Hundred Fifty Eight Thousand Seven Hundred ($2,458,700) 
Dollars of such sum as a donation from Consolidated; to authorize the Board of Selectmen to apply 
for, obtain and accept federal, state or other aid, gifts, and donations which may be available for said 
project and to negotiate, sell and deliver said bonds and notes and to determine the rate of interest 
thereon and the maturity  and other terms thereof and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to take 
any other action or to pass any other vote relative thereto. (3/5 Vote Required) There is no tax 
impact. (Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed.   Recommended by the 
Budget Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

YES 1151 NO 174 

Article 3: To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectmen to enter into a five year 
lease/purchase agreement and equip a new Fire Rescue Truck  to replace the 1998 Freightliner FL60 
rescue  in the amount of Two Hundred and Sixty Five Thousand ($265,000) Dollars, with said amount 
to be offset by trading in the current rescue for Fifteen Thousand ($15,000) Dollars, said lease to be 
payable over a five year term, and further to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Five Thousand 
Eleven Dollars and Seventeen Cents ($55,011.17) for the first year’s payment for that purpose. The 
lease agreement contains an escape clause. (Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 
opposed. Recommended by the Budget Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

YES 917 NO 395 

Article 4: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including 
appropriations by special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts 
set forth on the budget posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the 
purposes set forth therein, totaling Four Million One Hundred Seventy Five Thousand ($4,175,000) 
Dollars. Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be Four Million One Hundred Sixty 
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Sixty Seven ($4,161,167) Dollars which is the same as last year 
with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town of Rindge or by law; or the 
governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up 
the issue of a revised operating budget only. (Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 
opposed. Recommended by the Budget Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

YES 867 NO 433 

Article 5: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Million Two Hundred 
and Fifty Thousand ($1,250,000.00) Dollars for engineering, environmental permitting and 
construction for the replacement of the Wellington Road Bridge over Converseville Brook (NHDOT 
Bridge No. 154/069), a Town-owned and maintained bridge with critical deficiencies and limited 
loading capacity of 3-tons; and to authorize withdrawal from the unassigned fund balance from this 
purpose.. The Town will be reimbursed 80% (up to $1,000,000.00) of the actual engineering, 
environmental permitting and construction costs by the New Hampshire Department of 
Transportation (NHDOT) through the NHDOT Municipal Managed Bridge Aid Program. The 
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remaining 20% of the costs (up to $250,000.00) shall be funded by the Town through the Wellington 
Road Bridge Replacement Capital Reserve Fund and the Unassigned Fund Balance. This special 
warrant article will be a non-lapsing appropriation per RSA 32:7, VI until the project is finished or 
2022, whichever occurs first. There is no tax impact.  (Majority Vote Required).  (Recommended by 
the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget Advisory Committee, 6 
in favor, 0 opposed) 

YES 1122 NO 191 

Article 6: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Ninety-Two Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six ($92,976) Dollars for the third payment on the Fire Department 
Engine One replacement voted on and approved by the Town pursuant to Article 5 of the 2018 Town 
Warrant. The lease agreement contains an escape clause. (Recommended by the Board of Selectman 
3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

YES 1120 NO 196 

Article 7: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of One Hundred Twelve 
Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty ($112,840) Dollars for the purpose of purchasing and equipping 
a new Backhoe to replace the 2006 backhoe with said purchase to be offset by trading in the old 
backhoe for $23,500 and $20,000 Dollars from the Transfer Station Revolving Fund and the 
remaining amount of $69,340 to be raised through general taxation. (Recommended by the Board of 
Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 
opposed) 

YES 720 NO 584 

Article 8: To see if the town will vote to establish a Capital Reserve Fund under the provisions of RSA 
35:1 for the purpose of repair and maintenance of existing town buildings and facilities and to raise 
and appropriate the sum of Forty Thousand ($40,000) Dollars to be placed in this fund and to 
authorize Forty Thousand Dollars to be withdrawn from the unassigned fund balance which 
represents sales of tax deeded properties. Further, to name the selectmen as agents to expend said 
fund. There is no tax impact. (Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. 
Recommended by the Budget Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

YES 1092 NO 229 

Article 9: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Fifty Thousand ($50,000) 
Dollars to be added to the Highway Department Equipment Capital Reserve Fund previously 
established. (Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the 
Budget Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

YES 861 NO 456 

Article 10: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of Twelve Thousand 
($12,000) Dollars for the Cemetery Expendable Trust Fund previously established. This is the third 
of a five year project that will end after the five years. (Recommended by the Board of Selectman 3 in 
favor, 0 opposed. Recommended by the Budget Advisory Committee, 6 in favor, 0 opposed) 

YES 1064 NO 236 
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Article 11:Shall the Town vote to increase the Optional veteran’s tax credit for service-connected 
total disability from $2,000 to $4,000, as allowed by New Hampshire RSA 72:35, I-a, effective January 
1, 2020, pursuant to NH Senate Bill 341. The optional tax credit for service-connected total disability 
shall replace the standard tax credit in its entirety and shall not be in addition thereto. (Submitted by 
petition) (Recommended by the Budget Advisory Committee, 3 in favor, 2 opposed, 1 abstention) 

YES 822 NO 482 

Article 12: Shall the Town vote, as provided for by RSA 674:40-a, to rescind the selectmen’s 
delegated authority to accept dedicated streets under RSA 674:40 with that authority to revert back 
to the Legislative Body (town  voters) at annual Town Meetings. If passed, this policy takes effect 
immediately. (Submitted by petition) 

YES 635 NO 612 

Article 13: To see if the Town will vote to re-instate the Growth Management Ordinance (GMO) as 
amended in 2008 which limits the number of building permits that can be issues in a calendar year 
for residential construction. A copy of the ordinance can be obtained by the Planning Department for 
review. If passed, this ordinance can only be rescinded by a vote of the legislative body (voters).  
This ordinance would be enacted in accordance with RSA 674:22. The purpose of the Growth 
Management Ordinance is to preserve the small town rural character of Rindge in accordance with 
the Rindge Master Plan adopted in 2017. (Submitted by petition) (Not recommended by the Planning 
Board, 0 in favor, 6 opposed.) 

Per Town Counsel there is no legal effect and it is not enforceable. Further approval is not 
recommended. 

YES 480 NO 819 

Article 14: To see if the Town will re-instate the Impact Fee Ordinance (originally passed by voters 
in 2003, and rescinded by the voters in 2017) that will authorize the Planning Board to assess impact 
fees for residential development and to adopt regulations to implement the provisions of the 
ordinance.  If passed, this ordinance will be retroactive to January 1, 2020. This can only be rescinded 
by the legislative body (voters). These fees would help to off-set the costs to essential services, like 
our Police, Fire and Highway Departments. (Submitted by petition) (Not recommended by the 
Planning Board, 0 in favor, 6 opposed). 

Per Town Counsel there is no legal effect and it is not enforceable. Further approval is not 
recommended. 

YES 463 NO 832 
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Article 15: Shall the Town vote in adopt a Noise Ordinance in accordance with RSA 31:39, I (n), to 
promote an environment free from excessive noise which unnecessarily jeopardizes the health and 
welfare of the citizens of the Rindge and degrades the quality of life in this community, without 
unduly prohibiting, limiting or otherwise regulating the function to certain noise-producing 
equipment which is not amenable to such controls yet is essential to the economy and quality of life 
of the community. The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish standards for the control of noise and 
noise disturbances in the Town by prohibiting specific activities during designated times and by 
setting maximum permissible sound levels within the Town. The prohibited hours of creating 
excessive noise is generally late evening through early morning hours. (Submitted by petition) 

YES 592 NO 710 

Article 16: We the town of Rindge hereby call upon our State and Federal elected representatives to 
enact carbon-pricing legislation to protect New Hampshire from costs and environmental risks of 
continued climate inaction. To protect households, we support a Carbon Fee and Dividend approach 
that charges fossil fuel producers for their carbon pollution and rebates the money collected to all 
residents on an equal basis. Enacting a Carbon Cash-Back program decreases long-term fossil-fuel 
dependence, aids in the economic transition for energy consumers, and keeps local energy dollars in 
New Hampshire’s economy. Carbon Cash-Back has been championed by US economists (Jan 17, 2019 
WSJ) as the most effective and fair way to deliver rapid reductions in harmful carbon emissions at 
the scale required for our safety. (Submitted by petition) 

YES 538 NO 748 
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BUDGET ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

For 2020 the members of the Budget Advisory Committee (BAC) were Phil Motta, Chairman, Cheryl 
McCabe-Charron, Vice Chair, Tom Coneys, David Graham, Sharon Rasku, and Dan Whitney. Bob 
Hamilton was the Ex Officio member from the Board of Selectmen. 

At the beginning of the year the BAC met and voted to recommend the proposed budget for 2020, 
which was voted on by the town in March 2020. The BAC also met jointly with the Board of Selectmen 
several times in public meetings. Over the course of these meetings we reviewed the various 
expenses by the different Town Departments and we also reviewed the Department head requests 
for the proposed 2021 budget. The BAC also held meetings independent of the BOS where we 
reviewed and discussed the proposed budget. All of the BAC meetings were public and were posted 
publicly. 

There were several substantial increases to the proposed 2021 budget caused by increases in the 
required contribution to the NH retirement fund and the insurance for our town employees. There is 
also the additional increase due to the payment of approximately $184,000 for the bond obtained by 
the Town to fund the town portion of the joint project with Consolidated Communications for the 
town buildout of the fiber optic network. The bond was approved by the voters in March of 2020. The 
payment for the bond is 100% offset by money paid by Consolidated Communications to the Town 
through the contract. Because of the budgeting requirement that we show what we are paying out, 
this is added to the budget despite the fact that the money to pay the bond payment does not come 
from taxation. 

The 2020 budget was $4,175,000. The BAC made a proposal to the Board of Selectmen that the new 
budget for 2021 should be limited to $4,484,250, which represents the new bond payment and a 3% 
increase over the 2020 budget. 

Faithfully submitted, 

Phil Motta, 
Chairman 
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PLANNING BOARD 

The Planning Board reviewed a total of 13 development proposals during the 2020 calendar year. 
This is slightly more than the 11 development proposals reviewed in 2019 but still significantly less 
than the 23 development proposals reviewed in 2018. Of the 13 development proposals there were 
five Technical Subdivisions/Lot Line Adjustments, three Minor Subdivisions, two Major Subdivisions, 
two Major Site Plans and one Planned Unit Residential Development (PURD) proposal that was 
reviewed both as a Major Subdivision and Major Site Plan. The Planning Board also conducted three 
Conceptual Consultations, one for the PURD application referenced above, one for a determination of 
what is required for a change of use (due to Covid to make necessary changes within an existing 
restaurant) and one as a courtesy for land clearing for a future parking lot project at the Rindge 
Memorial School. The Planning Board also held a public hearing for tree trimming on a scenic road. 

The Planning Board Planned Unit Residential Development (PURD) subcommittee met multiple 
times throughout the second half of the year. The subcommittee brought recommendations for 
changes to the Planned Unit Residential Development Regulation, the Zoning Ordinance and the 
Accessory Dwelling Unit Ordinance. The majority of the recommendations focused on workforce 
housing and different ways to allow for workforce housing, which was focused on serving the 
residents of the Town of Rindge.  

The hard work and long hours put in by the members of the PURD Committee, Planning Board 
member and chairman of the committee, Jason Paolino, Planning Board member, Holly Koski, 
Selectmen’s Representative and ex-officio member to the Planning Board, Roberta Oeser, Daniel Aho, 
Deni Dickler, Roniele Hamilton, Susan Rasku, Judy Unger-Clark, alternate member Julie Sementa and 
Planning Director, Kirk Stenersen, is greatly appreciated. A special thanks to those from the public 
who attended subcommittee meetings as all input and interest was appreciated. 

The Planning Board has proposed eight warrant articles for the Town’s consideration at the March 
9th, 2021 Town Meeting. Six of the proposed articles came out of the PURD subcommittee and 
propose to eliminate workforce housing bonuses through PURD’s, allow Accessory Dwelling Units in 
the College District, create allowances for detached Accessory Dwelling Units and clarify the 
maximum number of units allowed in multi-family structures. The final two proposed articles are for 
Zoning Map amendments to include two parcels exclusively in the Business-Light Industry District. 

Planning Board members and staff were involved with the meetings of the Town Gown Committee, 
the Capital Improvement Program Committee and the Emergency Management Department 
meetings due to COVID-19 during the 2020 calendar year.  

Kirk Stenersen continues to fill the Planning Director position on a part time basis. He has planning 
office hours one day a week on Wednesdays from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Kim McCummings, was hired 
as the Planning Board Secretary in the middle of the year. Susan Hoyland, the former Planning Board 
secretary, has remained on staff to train Kim and assist as much as her health allows. The electronic 
filing system continues to be modified and improved. It has been valuable in research on prior and 
potential applications and continues to increase the efficiency of the Planning Department.  

The Board welcomed Jonah Ketola and Samuel Bouchie back to the Planning Board, as they were both 
re-elected to the Board at the March 10th, 2020 Town Meeting. Robert Oeser was re-appointed to the 
Planning Board as the Ex Officio member. Dennis Casey resigned as a Planning Board member and 
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Katelyn Smith was appointed to fill his position until the 2021 Town meeting. The Board thanks 
Dennis for his service to the Town of Rindge. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jonah Ketola, Chairman 

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

The Board of Adjustment is an elected five member board with one to five alternates who serve a 
three year term and meet once a month. The name of the Board indicates its function for the town, 
it does not make policy. Instead, it is a public forum which allows citizens who need a hearing to 
show reasonable adjustment to the public’s policies on zoning. To ensure fairness to all, the Board 
uses the same set of questions called a Decision Tree during the public hearing, then votes publicly 
and renders a decision after all testimony is heard. Copies of the Decision Tree are available upon 
request. 

In 2020 the BOA also referred to as the ZBA (Zoning Board of Adjustment), considered 23 cases.  The 
following list shows the type of case and the decision made: 

SPECIAL EXCEPTIONS:  There were 5 applications granted and 1 withdrawn. 

VARIANCES:  There were 12 applications granted and 2 denied. Two of those applications have been 
continued. 

2020 was a year of change.  Longtime member and past chair Dr. Joe Hill resigned due to health 
concerns.  His unexpired term was filled by former alternate, Marty Kulla.  In addition, the Governor 
of NH declared a State of Emergency and authorized public Boards to meet electronically. The use of 
Zoom meetings will continue as needed. The meetings are publicly posted, and the public is always 
invited to participate. 

Respectfully submitted, 

George Carmichael 
Chairman 
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT 

The Rindge Building Department conducted over 700 inspections in 2020.  In 2021 we will continue 
to update the Department’s website (rindgefire.org) with all permit applications, worksheets, 
inspection schedules, permit fees, and information pertaining to obtaining a permit. I continue to look 
forward to working with all homeowners and contractors performing work in the Town of Rindge.  

The Town of Rindge Building Department issued thirty-four (34) Residential Single Family Dwelling 
Permits, six (6) Replacement Single Family Dwelling, ninety-three (93) Residential Accessory 
Permits, one (1) Residential Accessory Dwelling Unit, seven (7) Commercial Accessory Permits, 
eleven (11) Swimming Pool/Hot Tubs, eleven (11) Demolition Permits, one hundred fifty-eight (158) 
Electrical Permits, four (4) Solar Array Systems, sixty-five (65) Plumbing Permits, four (4) Fire Safety 
Permits, one hundred ninety-three (193) Mechanical Permits, thirty-seven (37) Occupancy Permits. 

REVENUE SUMMARY: 

Building Permits: $44,923.10 Electrical Permits: $9,300.00 Plumbing Permits: $5,630.00 
Mechanical Permits: $9,320.00 Fire Safety: $315.00  Filling Fees: $600.00 
Reports: $47.50 

PERMIT REQUIREMENTS 

Permits are required for all construction within the Town of Rindge including remodeling, additions, 
sheds, outbuildings, decks, pools, sundecks, demolition of a structure, etc.  A permit is also required 
for all electrical, plumbing, mechanical, oil and gas appliances including piping, wood burning 
equipment, chimneys, etc.  Permit applications and information may be obtained at the Rindge 
Building Office located in the Rindge Town Office Building on Payson Hill Rd. Permit applications may 
also be downloaded from the town’s website. 

All contractors are required to file a permit application to obtain a permit for their respective trade 
prior to starting the work. Examples are electrical, plumbing, mechanical permits, etc. This process 
will ensure better management of building projects within the town. This procedure will guarantee 
the contractor’s endorsement for the building project. 

The Rindge Building Department encourages all residents and contractors planning any remodeling 
or construction projects to first contact the Building Office prior to construction, remodeling, 
repairing, demolish, altering, etc. to obtain information on the permit process and what permits may 
be required as well as what codes and code editions are adopted.  
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NOTE: 
A permit must be obtained prior to the commencement of work unless it is an emergency, in 
which, a permit must be obtained the next business day. Any work started prior to obtaining 
a permit will result in the permit fee being doubled.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Rickard J Donovan, Director of Public and Life Safety 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

The Emergency Management Department experienced a very challenging year in 2020. In March, we 
started to deal with the COVID 19 pandemic which still continues in 2021. On March 13, 2020 
Governor Sununu declared a State of Emergency and issued many Emergency and Executive Orders. 
Many local businesses either closed or modified their operations. The State Emergency Operations 
Center (SEOC) opened on March 13, 2020 to assist municipalities with operations, information, and 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). Governor Sununu also set up several committees to provide 
funding, guidance, and provide information. Funding was made available through the C.A.R.E.S Act as 
well as the GOFERR Committee and FEMA Public Assistance Grants.  

The Rindge Emergency Operations Center (REOC) was activated on a daily basis starting March 13, 
2020 as well. We participated in daily conference calls with the SEOC as well as many WebEx and 
Webinar Meetings and Trainings. We also monitored Governor Sununu’s Press Conferences on 
WMUR-TV. These meetings and trainings still continue at a reduced schedule. The REOC managed 
the equipment, supplies, and information for the town and provided guidance to Town Departments 
and the Board of Selectmen. We hold bi-weekly Zoom meetings to provide updates and get input from 
all Town Departments. We also worked with Finance Director, Laurie May on reimbursement grants 
and funding for the incident. We would also like to thank our State Homeland Security Emergency 
Management Field Representative Liz Gilboy for providing guidance through the filing and/or 
application process.  

The Emergency Management Team applied for an Emergency Management Performance Grant 
(EMPG) for a storage container to house all the emergency management supplies and equipment. The 
grant total was $7,600 with $3,800 to buy the storage container and the town match was $3,800. The 
town’s portion of the grant was in kind match. Ron Osimo and the DPW time was used as well as the 
DPW material (Gravel) and equipment costs. The storage container was at no cost to the town.  

 I would like to take a moment again to thank Ron Osimo for his dedicated service. Ron was appointed 
by the Board of Selectmen as a member of the Rindge Emergency Team in 2015. Ron has been 
extremely helpful assisting the REOC with this Pandemic situation.   
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We will continue to seek NHDOT to install a message center at the NH RT 119 & US RT 202 
intersection.  

The Department will continue to utilize the Variable Message Sign (VMS) to notify citizens of any 
important information and/or meetings that need to be relayed to the community. The sign will be 
placed at Rindge Transfer Station entrance.  I would also encourage all residents to install NH Alerts 
app on their cell phones and computers to receive important information. ReadyNH.gov is another 
valuable resource for information. I encourage all Rindge residents to visit the site and be prepared 
before an event happens.   

Respectfully Submitted, 

 Rickard J Donovan 
 Emergency Management Director 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 

How do we sum up 2020 in a town report?  This was a challenging year unlike any other that none of 
us have been subjected to.  The year started with us losing an officer to a neighboring agency thus 
putting us short staffed again.  Within weeks, the “new normal” we have come to know as COVID-19 
hit.  This brought an entire new set of challenges for the community and first responders to face. 
During the learning phases of this, Officer Mark Griffin, who is a member of the NH Guard, was 
deployed to assist the state in the necessary strategic needs of getting supplies to our first 
responders.  While this was a much needed role that Griffin filled, this now put us 2 full-time officers 
down.  We also were not able to rely on our PT staff during this time as they were committed to their 
full-time agencies. 

In the early summer of 2020, we had a second officer resign from the PD to take a career outside law 
enforcement.  Our already short staffing situation was even harder as conducting in person 
interviews, doing back ground checks and getting candidates medically cleared were all new 
challenges as well.  In July of 2020, we were able to fill one vacant position with Officer Jeffrey Bain. 
Officer Bain came to us as an uncertified recruit and entered into his training.  He will be scheduled 
to finally be on his own in the beginning of February 2021. This left the PD with one other vacant 
position.  In Early September, we hired Officer Zachary Letourneau as a full-time officer.  Officer 
Letourneau was a part-time Officer here and had played a critical role in helping fill vacant shifts over 
the last 2 years.  Officer Letourneau will be attending the full-time Police Academy in January 2021 
and will be back to full-time patrol work in May of 2021.   

Throughout the pandemic, we were faced with trying to keep our officers as safe as possible.  This 
meant a reduction in some services that we normally offer like fingerprinting and Vehicle 
Identification Checks.  We also closed the front lobby and had to restrict our drug take back and 
sharps boxes with the reduced hours.  This was a tough decision as these are all services that I feel 
are needed for the community but my end goal was to keep the reduced staff healthy.  This also meant 
attending hundreds of conference calls and Zoom sessions to keep up to date on the most recent 
trends and information.  I know that everyone can feel the frustration of the learning curve for online 
meetings and conference calls, but as a necessity, we all adapted and moved along.    

During this time, we strived to keep our web page and data portal up and running so that our 
information was as current as possible.  I still felt that even though we were in this pandemic it was 
important to have as much information out there as to what the Police Department was responding 
to as possible.  Our web page and our data can be found at https://rindgepolice.com/.   

We had an interesting year statistically speaking.  We saw a minimum reduction in our numbers but 
that reduction can be directly related to the pandemic and how we tailored our responses to certain 
types of calls for service.  We also noticed that with more people staying home, there was also a 
reduction in traffic and other calls relating to this.  We still continued to work very closely with our 
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neighboring agencies and have collaborated with NH State Police, Cheshire County Sherriff’s Office 
and federal agencies as well.  I am always very proud of how well our officers work seamlessly with 
other agencies.   

2018 2019 2020 

Calls for Service 3482 4011 3738 

Motor Vehicle Stops 1280 1486 975 

Animal Control 305 270 325 

All things said and done, this was a challenging year for everyone.  We continue to adapt and 
overcome each challenge that comes our way to provide the best quality services we can for our 
community.  We are looking for the day when things can start to return to normal and again be able 
to provide the highest level of services.    We will also continue to use the online platforms that this 
pandemic has offered us training on moving forward in the future to assist the public.  We will 
continue to work with our community and help try to address issues that arise.  In order for us to be 
able to have this platform, we need the assistance from our community to have open forums, 
conversations and continued dialog.  

I would like to thank our community for the overwhelming support over this very challenging year. 
It means a lot to the officers to know that they have the support from you all.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Daniel J Anair 
Chief of Police   

www.rindgepolice.com     

http://www.rindgepolice.com/
https://www.facebook.com/rindgepolice/
https://www.instagram.com/rindgepd/
https://twitter.com/RinPo03461


FIRE DEPARTMENT 

In 2020 the Fire Department responded to 814 calls for service. Fire-related incidents accounted for 
368 calls and EMS related incidents accounted for 446 calls for service.   

In 2021 the Fire Department will continue to build its call membership and provide all these 
dedicated men and women with the necessary training and equipment to respond to emergencies 
and preserve the safety of the town and its residents. This is very important to ensure firefighter 
safety and help keep the town tax rate in check. The dedication and hard work of these residents, 
who spend hundreds of hours to train and certify, allows the Department to provide a high level of 
professional service to the Town and protect its residents. 

These emergency responders are paid per call instead of manning the station at all hours. Without a 
full-time Fire Department, Rindge relies on service-minded citizens to work on behalf of the 
community. Anyone interested in making a difference for their community as a first responder can 
contact Director of Life and Public Safety Rickard Donovan at the Fire Station (899-3324) for 
details. 

In 2020 we applied for a couple FEMA Assistance to Firefighter Grants (AFG). One was to replace 
our portable radios and upgrade our Hydraulic Rescue Tools (Jaws of Life) in the amount of 
$97,800 ($4,657 town match). That grant was awarded and we are currently researching the 
best options. The second AFG was to replace our Forestry Unit (26B1) for ($190,000). 
Unfortunately, we were not approved for this project. A third AFG-S became available in late spring 
for COVID 19 PPE. We applied for it and were awarded $11,948 ($568.95 town match). 

We applied for a Volunteer Fire Assistance Grant (VFA) and were awarded $2,017 ($1,008.50 
town match) to replace all of our Forestry Hose.  

2020 was a challenging time for our Department, as well as other departments. The COVID 
19 Pandemic took its toll in taxing our services, but we will continue to provide a professional 
service. As our moto states “WHENEVER THE NEED”. We will continue to provide a 
professional service regardless of the situation.   

In 2021 the Department will continue to offer free home fire safety guidance, fire 
prevention programs to schools and civic groups and fire extinguisher training. We will also 
continue to perform mandatory annual Life Safety inspections in Places of Assembly, 
Business and Mercantile Occupancies, Educational Facilities, and multi-family dwellings 
throughout the year. The Department also offers CPR/AED and First Aid classes to citizens, 
businesses, and civic groups that are interested in improving their lifesaving knowledge. If you 
are interested in more information about these programs, please contact us at (603) 899-3324.  

The Department extends a sincere thank you to all the people, businesses, and organizations 
that have provided their support during the past year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Rickard J. Donovan, Director of Public and Life Safety 
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Mission Statement 
“To protect the citizens of the Town of Rindge from emergencies and disasters through aggressive fire 
suppression, emergency medical response, hazardous materials emergency management, fire 
prevention and public education, and pre-emergency planning.” 

Rindge Fire Department Members 

Full-Time Staff 

Chief Rickard Donovan – FF-III/EMT - Years of Service: 23 Years, Director of Public and Life Safety 
Deb Douglas – EMT - Years of Service: 25 Years, Admin. Assistant / EMS Deputy Chief 
Casey Burrage – FF-III/Medic - Years of Service: 15 Years, Lieutenant 

Call Member Staff 

Joe Bevilacqua – Call FF-II/EMR – Years of Service: 7.5 Years – Lieutenant 
John Ciarcia – Call FF – Years of Service: 5.5 Years 
David Cloutier – Call FF-I – Years of Service: 8.5 Years 
Davis III, Homer – Call FF-I/EMT – Years of Service: 1.5 Years 
John Fahey – Call FF/Medic – Years of Service: 3 Years 
Arthur Gardiner – FF/EMT – Years of Service: 4 Years 
Danielle Gardiner – EMT – Years of Service: 4.5 Years    
Chris Hill – Call FF-II/EMT - Years of Service: 17 Years – Captain 
Ashley Huntington – Logistic Member – Years of Service: 3.5 Years 
Brian Johnson – Call FF-I – Years of Service: 1 Year  
Zachary Lassila – Call FF – Years of Service: 7.5 Years 
Andrew Leger – Call FF-I/EMR – Years of Service: 6 Years - Lieutenant 
Ron Osimo – Logistic Member – Years of Service: 4 Years  
Karl Pruter – Call FF-I – Years of Service: 11.5 Years - Driver/Operator         
David Pugh – Call FF-II/EMT – Years of Service: 26 Years – Deputy Chief          
Marie Pugh – Call AEMT - Years of Service: 14.5 Years – Reporting Clerk

Stephen Robblee – Call FF-I – Years of Service: 21 Years – Retired 
Roger Seppala – Call FF-I – Years of Service: Returning Member – 3 Years prior 
Taylor Sepplala – FF/EMT – Years of Service: 4 Year  
David Soroka – Driver/Operator – Years of Service: 6.5 Years 
Brittany Wamsley – Call FF/AEMT – Years of Service: 11 Years - Lieutenant  
Mike Wamsley – Call FF-I/EMR – Years of Service: 8 Years – Lieutenant 
Joe Wiley – Call FF-I – Years of Service: 2 Years 
Trevor Williams - EMT – Years of Service: 1 Year 

FPU Fire Company Member Staff 

Benjamin Choiniere – Call FF-I/EMT – Years of Service: 3 Year - Graduated 
Cosman, Dan – Call FF-I – Years of Service: 1.5 Years 
Brian Dillon – Call FF – Years of Service: 6 Months 
John Gerke – Call FF-I – Years of Service: 6 Months 
Dakota Hines – Call FF – Years of Service: 2.5 Years – Graduated 
Connor Houle – Call FF – Years of Service: 6 Months  
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Jessica Janas – Call FF – Years of Service: 3.5 Years - Graduated 
Gianni Pajaron – Call FF – Years of Service: 3.5 Years - Graduated 
Brian Paradis – Call FF – Years of Service: 2 Years 
Hannah Schwack – Call FF – Years of Service: 6 Months 
Beth Stewart – Call FF – Years of Service: 3 Years - Graduated 
Jeremy Wood – Call FF/EMT – Years of Service: 2.5 Years 

The Rindge Fire Department maintains minimum training and certification levels for all emergency 
responders in accordance with the National Fire Protection Association and National EMS Registry 
requirements and recommendations. All members are required to participate in mandatory fire, 
rescue, and ems trainings, infectious disease training and monitoring, and leadership training. 

Apparatus Brief 

The Rindge Fire Department will continue its Preventative Maintenance Program on all vehicles and 
equipment in effort to keep all emergency equipment in a state of constant readiness. This program 
also helps keep repair costs down and ensures the equipment meets its recommended life span. The 
maintenance program consists of in-house weekly vehicle and equipment inspections; in-house fluid, 
filter, and lubrication service; oil changes; pump and ladder maintenance; small engine service, and 
building maintenance.  

The Rescue Unit is on schedule to be here in early spring (2021) and we are hoping to have it in 
service by June.  

In 2021 we will again submit for a grant to replace the Brush truck.  

Fire Prevention, Education, & Inspection Office 

The Rindge Fire Department will continue its Fire Prevention and Education Programs in the schools 
and other public and private events.  We also continue to offer Fire Safety Programs, Fire Extinguisher 
and Prevention Programs to local businesses for their employees.  The Rindge Fire Department also 
offers free Home Fire Safety Inspections to the residents of Rindge and continues to perform 
mandated inspections at businesses and multi-family dwellings located in town.  The Rindge Fire 
Department maintains an open door policy for the citizens to visit the station during business hours 
to check out the equipment and apparatus the town owns.  This is also a great time to see what 
is available and the importance of different equipment used in the fire service.  Fire 
Prevention materials are also available at the fire station. 

Under NH State Fire Code and State Statutes, all businesses and residential rental units are subject to 
annual life safety inspections. The Town of Rindge currently inspects these properties. Our goal is to 
assist business and rental property owners in providing a safe environment for their 
customers, employees, guests, and tenants. 

CPR, AED, and FIRST AID Training 

The Rindge Fire Department offers CPR, AED, and First Aid classes to the general public and 
businesses within the Town of Rindge. We are planning on scheduling monthly classes, and more 
if necessary. To receive more information or to sign up for a class, please contact the 
Department's 
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CPR/First Aid Coordinator, Marie Pugh at 603-899-3324. Our goal is to train as many citizens as 
possible in CPR, AED, and First Aid.  

The Rindge Fire Department would like to thank the Town of Rindge residents and businesses 
for all their support throughout the years. 

The Department received $4,240.00 in restitution in 2020, which is down from previous 
years. (AVG. $15,000) 

2020 FIRE DEPARTMENT CALL STAT’s 

Mutual Aid Responses (Received) 
Monthly FPU YTD Monthly FPU YTD 

Structure Fire (111) 1 5 Cover Assignment 
Wildland Fire 1 Search & Rescue 1 
MVA 4 Landing Zone 5 
Chimney Fire 1 EMS 1 
Boiler/Furnace 1 3 Other 2 

Mutual Aid Responses (Given) 
Monthly FPU YTD Monthly FPU YTD 

Structure Fire (111) 2 18 Cover Assignment 2 
Wildland Fire 6 Search & Rescue 1 
MVA 1 Landing Zone 1 
Chimney Fire 1 EMS 

Other 
1 

1st Alarm Responses 
Description Monthly FPU YTD Description Monthly FPU YTD 

1st Alarm Assignment 1 1 2nd + Alarm Assignment 1 
Smoke in Building 1 2 Odor of Smoke 
Appliance Fire 4 Electrical Fire 1 
Chimney Fire 3 Other 1 

Still Alarms 
Description Monthly FPU YTD Description Monthly FPU YTD 

CO Activation/Problem 9 Oil Burner Problem 1 
Vehicle Fire  1 3 Tire Fire 9 24 
Service Call 10 Good Intent Call 2 2 
Smoke Investigation 5 Odor Investigation 5 
Tree & Wires Down 10 58 Transformer Fire 1 
Authorized Burning 2 5 Unauthorized Burning 14 
MVA - Fire Response 7 53 Wildland Fire 3 
Assist EMS 5 Trash Can Fire 1 
Dumpster Fire 2 Suspicious Package / Bomb 
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Sprinkler / Broken Water 
Pipe 2 2 Still Other 1 5 
AFA - Food Related / Burnt Food 1 32 AFA - Faulty Device 1 24 
AFA - Hair Products 1 AFA - Malicious Activation 1 
AFA - Smoking Materials 6 AFA - Accidental Activation 6 
AFA - Undetermined 15 AFA - Horseplay 
AFA - Weather Related 3 AFA - Construction Related 6 
AFA - Wood Burning Device 1 AFA - Shower Steam 1 10 
AFA - Other 2 AFA - Candles 1 

HAZMAT 
Description Monthly FPU YTD Description Monthly FPU YTD 

Gas Spill 2 Diesel Spill 1 
LP Gas Leak  2 Fuel Oil Spill 1 
Chemical Leak Other 2 

Medical Calls 
Description Monthly FPU YTD Description Monthly FPU YTD 

Cardiac Emergency 2 40 Untimely 3 12 
Respiratory Emergency 6 33 Search & Rescue 2 
Trauma Emergency 5 68 Ice Rescue 1 
Medical Emergency 10 112 Water Rescue 1 
Diabetic Emergency 2 9 Public Assist 1 5 
Stroke Emergency 2 12 Lift Assist 3 28 
Seizures 1 9 Life Line - Accidental 2 
Psych/Behavior 23 ETOH/Drug Related 8 
MVA - EMS Response 7 54 Opiate OD 1 5 
EMS Good Intent (GOA) 1 3 Fire Standby 3 18 

Other 
1 

MISC Stat's 
MONTHLY / YTD TOTALS Description Monthly YTD 

Description Monthly YTD Landing Zone - In Town 0 5 
Fire Calls 41 368 MVA With Entrapment 0 4 
Rescue/EMS Calls 47 446 Residential AFA 2 13 
TOTAL  88 814 Commercial AFA 2 35 

FPU BREAKOUT (Included in above counts) EOC Activity 
FPU Fire Calls 1 64 Description Monthly YTD 

FPU EMS Calls 0 34 
Storm Coverage - Local 
EOC 1 4 

FPU TOTAL 1 98 EOC Activation 0 87 
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BURN PERMIT AND FIREWORK’s PERMIT SCHEDULE 

FIRE STATION 

Mon – Fri: 3:30 PM – 6:30 PM 

Sat: 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Note: On days that it is actively raining you may obtain a permit at the fire station for that day 
(Monday – Saturday) starting at 10:00 AM  

There will be no permits issued on Sundays or Holidays, so plan ahead if you plan to burn on 
these days. Permits for those days may be obtained after 3:30PM on the Friday before, depending 
on the weather forecast. If you are unable to obtain a permit on Friday, you can call ahead to make 
arrangements at (603) 899-3324. 

Permits may also be obtained through the NH Division of Forests and Land online burn permitting 
system.  https://nhdflweb.sovsportsnet.net/ these are available 24hrs a day, weather dependent.  

Burn Permits are required for all outside open burning unless 100% coverage of snow. When there 
is 100% snow, please call the Fire Department and leave a message with your name and address 
where the burn is taking place.  

Anyone who wishes to burn clean, ordinary combustibles such as leaves, brush or untreated lumber, 
or have a camp or cooking fire must have written permission from the landowner and a fire permit 
from the Rindge Fire Warden before the fire is kindled. You must be at least 18 years of age to obtain 
a written fire permit.  

Seasonal permits can be issued for established fire rings containing small camp and cooking fires. 
Such camp or cooking fires shall; be in an area cleaned to mineral soil at least 8 feet across; have at 
least 6 inches of sand or gravel under the fire for any fire built on the ground; and have no limbs or 
other burnable material to a height of 10 feet above the fireplace area.  

Woody debris or brush less than 5 inches in diameter, or untreated wood and untreated dimension 
lumber (subject to Env-A 1001.05(g) below) can be burned. For any open burning a written fire 
permit is required. Even with the permit, no open burning is allowed between the hours of 9:00 am 
and 5:00 pm unless it is raining. When the ground where you are burning is completely covered with 
snow no fire permit is required. However, it is asked that you contact the Fire Department before 
burning. 

DUE TO THE COVID 19 PANDEMIC AND THE STATE OF EMERGENCY, WE ASK THAT YOU USE 
THE ONLINE PERMITTING PROCESS AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE. WE WILL BE GLAD TO SERVE YOU 
WHEN THE STATE OF EMERGENCY IS LIFTED, THANK YOU. 

FIREWORKS PERMIT 

Fireworks Permit is required to display fireworks within the Town of Rindge. Applications for Class 
C fireworks must be submitted at least 2 business days prior to the intended display. The permit fee 
for Class C consumer permissible fireworks is $10. Class B fireworks require a permit and must be 
obtained and displayed by a licensed fireworks operator. 
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Permit Requirements: 

• The applicant shall appear in person before the Fire Chief, or his/her authorized designee.
• The applicant shall provide proof that he, or she is the landowner of where the fireworks

discharge is to occur, or has the landowner’s written permission.
• The applicant shall provide a valid photo identification.
• The applicant shall be at least 21 years of age or older. (NH RSA 160-C:II)
• Fireworks shall be purchased from licensed Permissible Fireworks retailers in New

Hampshire only. (Copy of Receipt for permit may be requested)
• The applicant shall only purchase the quantity of fireworks needed for the permitted

display. The storage of Permissible Fireworks is prohibited.
• Fireworks shall not be ignited by minors (anyone under the age of 21).
• Fireworks shall be ignited a minimum of 50’ from any structure or overhead utilities.
• The applicant is required to have a means of fire extinguishment readily accessible.
• The permit shall be valid only for the date (or rain date) it is issued.
• Anyone discharging or igniting fireworks shall not be under the influence of any drugs or

alcohol.
• Permissible Fireworks shall only be discharged between the hours of 10:00 AM and 10:00

PM.
• Permits will only be valid on days when the Daily Fire Danger is Class One (low) or Class

Two (moderate) as determined by the New Hampshire Division of Forest and Lands –
Bureau of Forest Protection without a Fire Detail.

Detail Requirements: 

The Rindge Fire and/or Police Chief reserve the right to determine if a detail is required; however, 
a detail will be required for the following: (SAF-C 5024.10) 

• All Class B Displays
• Class C Display if permission granted on a Class 3 or Higher Fire Danger Day
• Class C Display with 100 or more attendee’s
• Class C Display operated (fired) by a NH Pyrotechnic
• Class C Display at a Place of Assembly where a Place of Assembly Permit is required

The Revenue received for Firework Permits in 2020: $390.00 

NO FIREWORKS WILL BE DISPLAYED ON A CLASS 5 OR RED FLAG FIRE DANGER DAY 
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FOREST FIRE & STATE FOREST RANGER 

This year we experienced challenging wildfire conditions which led to deep burning fires in remote 
locations that were difficult to extinguish.  Your local fire departments and the Division of Forests & 
Lands worked throughout the year to protect homes and the forests.  The statewide system of 16 
fire lookout towers continues to operate on high fire danger days.  The towers’ fire detection efforts 
are supplemented by the NH Civil Air Patrol when the fire danger is especially high.   

Many homes in New Hampshire are located in the wildland urban interface, which is the area where 
homes and flammable wildland fuels intermix.  Every year New Hampshire sees fires which 
threaten or destroy structures, a constant reminder that wildfires burn more than just trees. 
Homeowners should take measures to prevent a wildfire from spreading to their home. 
Precautions include keeping your roof and gutters clear of leaves and pine needles, and maintaining 
adequate green space around your home free of flammable materials.  Additional information and 
homeowner recommendations are available at www.firewise.org.  Please help Smokey Bear, your 
local fire department, and the state’s Forest Rangers by being fire wise and fire safe! 

Between COVID-19 and the drought conditions, 2020 was a unique year.  The drought conditions 
led to the need to have a Proclamation from the Governor, which banned much of the outdoor 
burning statewide.  This, along with the vigilance of the public, helped to reduce the number of 
serious fires across New Hampshire.  However, the fires which we did have burned deep and 
proved difficult to extinguish due to the lack of water.  While the drought conditions have improved, 
we expect many areas of the state to still be experiencing abnormally dry and drought conditions 
this spring.  For this reason, we ask everyone to remember Smokey’s message about personal 
responsibility and follow his ABC’s: Always Be Careful with fire.  If you start a fire, put it out when 
you are done. “Remember, Only You Can Prevent Wildfires!” 

As we prepare for the 2021 fire season, please remember to contact your local Forest Fire Warden 
or Fire Department to determine if a fire permit is required before doing ANY outside burning. 
Under State law (RSA 227-L: 17) a fire permit is required for all outside burning, unless the ground 
is completely covered with snow. Fire permits are also available online in most towns and may be 
obtained by visiting www.NHfirepermit.com.  The burning of household waste is prohibited by the 
Air Resources Division of the Department of Environmental Services (DES).  You are encouraged to 
contact the local fire department for more information.  Safe open burning requires your diligence 
and responsibility.  Thank you for helping us to protect New Hampshire’s forest resources.  For 
more information, please contact the Division of Forests & Lands at (603) 271-2214, or online at 
www.nh.gov/nhdfl/. For up to date information, follow us on Twitter: @NHForestRangers 
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2020 WILDLAND FIRE STATISTICS 
(All fires reported as of December 01, 2020)

*Unpermitted fires which escape control are considered Wildfires.

*Miscellaneous includes power lines, fireworks, electric fences, etc.

Scan Here 
For Fire Permits 

CAUSES OF FIRES REPORTED   (These numbers do not include the WMNF) 
Arson Debris 

Burning 
Campfire Children Smoking Railroad Equipment Lightning Misc. 
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2020 113 89 165 
2019 15 23.5 92 
2018 53 46 91 
2017 65 134 100 
2016 351 1090 159 
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

The Rindge Department of Public Works strives to give the citizens of Rindge quality roads. 
Assessing the condition of and maintaining the town roads are our main priorities. The Town of 
Rindge maintains sixty-five miles of roads. 

The Department was asked to develop a 5-year Road Plan by the Board of Selectmen. The Town has 
65 miles of class V maintained roadways. This plan is a fact-based foundation/profile of Rindge 
roads to develop a thoughtful ongoing strategy for road construction and maintenance and to 
expand this strategy into a longer range plan. The Board of Selectmen accepted this plan; however, 
trying to maintain a level budget has somewhat hindered the full fruition of this plan. The 
Department has increased the paving line slightly over the last couple of years. This year the 
Highway Block Grant funding the town received was $182,000. The Highway appropriated amount 
was $321,192 for this year. The plan gives a solid direction for sections and evaluations of roads 
that need immediate attention using the Hub and Spoke Paradigm. Again, trying to maintain a level 
budget we have not been able to fund the gravel road maintenance line item. Our other fall projects 
consist of preparing the town trucks and equipment for the winter months, raking and picking up 
leaves on all town grounds, preparing the Town parks for winter, draining the water lines and 
winterizing bathrooms at Wellington Park, re-grading and ditching all the gravel roads, and 
patching potholes.  

The winter months keep us very busy. Our main challenge is keeping the roads clear of snow and 
ice. This can be very challenging and tiring at times.  It is not unusual for our crew to work 24-30 
hours during major storms. We spend many sleepless nights to give the citizens of Rindge safe 
roads.  The highway crew also services and maintains the equipment during the winter months and 
assists other Town Departments as needed. The Town is fortunate to have such a talented and 
diverse group of individuals to provide this service. We have very dedicated crew members who 
really care about their jobs and take a lot of pride in their work. I would like to personally thank 
them for their dedication and many hours of work put in during the winter months keeping all town 
roads safe for our citizens. 

The spring months keep us busy cleaning up from winter and preparing for summer. Projects in the 
spring consist of the following: placing gravel and stone on the dirt roads during mud season, 
patching potholes, raking and picking up the rest of leaves from the fall, power sweeping all the 
town parking lots, line striping all parking lots and crosswalks and roadways, opening the 
cemeteries maintaining lawns, fertilizing, cutting brush and trimming trees in preparation for 
summer projects, repairing damages to property and road signs from winter plowing, and 
preparing and advertising bids for the major summer projects such as paving roads, drainage and 
reclamation of roads. 

The major public works projects are performed in the summer. These consist of: replacing drainage 
pipes, reclaiming roads in preparation for paving, grading dirt roads and line striping several roads, 
maintaining the Town Common, Police Station, Fire Station, Library, Meeting House, Cemeteries, 
and the Town Office lawns, preparing Wellington Park fields for summer recreation, and roadside 
mowing. 
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Highway Projects completed in 2020 consist of: 
• Placing 300 cubic yards of gravel, stone on several dirt roads
• Resurfaced Skyview Rd.
• Resurfaced University Dr.
• Resurfaced Section Meadowview Rd.
• Resurfaced North St.
• Resurfaced Shaw Hill Rd.
• Resurfaced Todd Hill Rd
• Replaced 4ft Culvert on Mountain Rd.
• Replaced 4ft Culvert on Ingalls Rd.
• Repaired Water Line to the Meeting House
• Several Miles of Roadside Mowing

This year we replaced our 2006 John Deere 310 4X4 Backhoe with a 2020 310 SL 4X4 Backhoe that 
is used for highway maintenance, burials at the cemetery and Transfer Station. The Department 
also received the new 2020 Western Star 10 Wheel Dump Truck. I would like to thank the Rindge 
voters for passing the warrant article so we can improve our service and better serve our citizens. 
Thank You. 

The Transfer Station and Swap Shop use continues to grow every year. We would like to thank the 
volunteers for all their personal time in organizing and staffing at the Swap Shop. Without their 
help, the Swap Shop would not be the as successful as it is today. This year has been difficult with 
Covid, so we have had to close it for safety reasons.  Hazardous Waste has taken a new direction 
due to the lack of grant funding for smaller municipalities. We have partnered with the City of 
Keene in their Household Hazardous Waste Days in the spring and fall. Rindge citizens can 
take their hazardous waste to the Keene Recycling Center located on Route 12 in Keene. Those 
dates can be found in the Keene Shopper newspaper in the spring and fall Rindge and will be 
posted on our website under the Transfer Station. Citizens are required to provide proof of 
residency to dispose of their hazardous waste. Cost of disposal is the responsibility of the citizen 
at the facility’s disposal rate. 

The Recycling Program has recycled 363.38 tons in 2020. In 2019 we recycled 320.58 tons 
to Monadnock Disposal of Jaffrey, NH. This is a difference of +42.80 tons. Disposal of demo/
household waste to Monadnock Disposal in 2019 is 819.85 tons. In 2020 we disposed of 737.04 
tons. This is a difference of -82.81 from last year. We have seen an increase of citizen use of the 
facility during the 2020 calendar year. Next year our contract with Monadnock Disposal will 
expire so we will be addressing that for next year. The Department would like to thank the 
citizens of Rindge for their conscious effort in recycling and those citizens who participate in 
the annual Earth Day roadside cleanup in the spring keeping Rindge clean. Keep up the good 
work.  

The full-time Maintenance Technician has worked hard all year at keeping up the buildings 
and repairing major safety and building issues. He also works with the Energy 
Committee on improvements to the town facilities with BOS approval. This has saved the Town 
in having to hire out some of these projects to contractors. The Maintenance Technician 
along with the DPW Director work with other department heads to devise a yearly 
maintenance/repair plan to address maintenance issues for all town buildings. He is also 
responsible for winter plowing which include roads, parking lots and sidewalks, walkways for all 
of the public buildings.   
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This year with voter’s approval we installed Power Generators for the Highway Garage, Town 
Office, Recreation Center and the Meeting House Buildings. The Department also installed a mini 
split a/c unit in the Town Office meeting room, and a mini split heating unit in the Meeting House 
sprinkler room. 

The Public Works crew and I wish to thank the citizens of Rindge and other Departments and 
Boards for their cooperation and assistance during the past year. I especially wish to thank our 
Board of Selectmen and Town Administrator for all their guidance and assistance throughout the 
year. 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael Cloutier, Sr. 
Director of Public Works 

SAFETY COMMITTEE 

The Safety Committee, also known as the Joint Loss Management Committee, is mandated by New 
Hampshire Workers Compensation Law. The Committee oversees the safety of employees and 
members of the general public who use Town facilities. The Committee meets quarterly and is 
comprised of representatives of both management and the labor force. Workforce 
accidents/injuries are investigated by the Committee which makes recommendations for 
workplace safety improvements to reduce the Town’s liability and workers compensation claims. 
This results in reduced premiums with our property and liability carrier, Primex. 

The Committee completed the Primex Prime Risk Management Benchmarks self-assessment form 
and the Town’s Prime Program status was renewed and the benefits package awarded. 
The Committee reviewed pedestrian and vehicular traffic flow for Town events, particularly on the 
Common, and facilitated several improvements for traffic, lighting and seating. 
The Committee also facilitated training courses offered by Primex. 

The Safety Committee will continue to monitor the safety of Town employees and facilities.  We 
welcome your input and questions. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Sara Gravell, Town Administrator 



CEMETERY TRUSTEES 

Maintaining our cemeteries in good condition requires on-going effort for routine maintenance and 
capital improvements. The Cemetery Fund established by the Town in 2018 is being used to address 
needed improvements at the Meeting House Cemetery and the Hillside Cemetery.  
During the summer and fall of 2020 these projects were completed: 

- repairing and resetting several historic monuments in the Meeting House Cemetery
- repairing cracks and seal coating a portion of the avenues in Hillside Cemetery
- removing brush and dead trees from the Meeting House Cemetery

The Cemetery Trustees, as required by New Hampshire, establishes cemetery regulations and main-
tains records, oversees the care of cemeteries, lot sales, and burials. A line item is included in the 
Rindge DPW Budget for cemeteries. All maintenance, care, and burials are conducted by the Rindge 
Department of Public Works. The DPW Director, Michael Cloutier, serves as Sexton of our cemeteries. 

In 2020 there were seven full burials, and 3 cremation burials. Total revenue from grave openings 
was $3,450.00 and went into the Town General Fund. 

In 2020 there were three full burial lots sold and three cremation lots sold. Total revenue from sales 
was $1575.00, of that $500.00 went into the Perpetual Care Trust Fund and the remaining $1,075.00 
went into the General Fund. 

The cemeteries of Rindge provide a dignified, final resting place for our citizens. From the time 
Rindge was chartered as a town to the present, these cemeteries have provided an important service 
and outdoor history. The Cemetery Trustees express their gratitude to the Board of  
Selectmen and Department of Public Works for their on-going care of Rindge cemeteries. 

I would like to thank Burt Goodrich on behalf of the Cemetery Trustees for his leadership and hard 
work on this Committee. We wish him the best of luck and good health. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Harper, Chairman 
Doug Hoyt, Trustee 
Arwen Mellor, Trustee 
Mike Cloutier Sr., Sexton 
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INGALLS MEMORIAL LIBRARY 

2020 started off strong.  At the end of February, the library’s key statistics (circulation, library visits, 
and program attendance) were all at or above 2019 numbers, and the event calendars for March and 
April were full of great programs for residents of all ages. And then came March. 

The Library, at the suggestion of the Emergency Management team, closed the doors and offered 
curbside service from March 18th until March 27th, when the Governor’s Stay-at-Home order went 
into effect.  At that time, we closed completely, and remained closed to the public until May 6th, when 
we began offering curbside services again. On June 1st, we reopened by appointment only. On June 
15th, we reopened to the public, and we have remained open since.  

During the shut-down, we worked hard to put safety measures, cleaning protocols and procedural 
changes in place, all to keep our staff and our valued patrons as safe as possible. 

The building remains at 50% capacity, but to date, we have not had to turn anyone away – something 
the staff is all really proud of.   Except for our inability to offer great programming, the Ingalls 
Memorial Library is the same great library it has always been. We continue to offer curbside services 
for patrons who would rather not enter public buildings, and will continue to do so….perhaps even 
after life returns to “normal” if the demand exists. 

There have been some exciting changes at the library! 

• With grants received from the American Library Association Census Equity Fund and the Roy 
A. Hunt Foundation, we were able to replace our Windows 7 computers with Windows 10
All-in-Ones. This has greatly improved the productivity of both our staff and our patrons.

• A mortar project, funded partially through grants from the New Hampshire Land and
Community Heritage Investment Program and the New Hampshire Division of Historical
Resources Conservation License Plate Grant Program (Moose Plate Grant) was completed.

• Thanks to funding from the Ingalls 1894 Association, the Children’s Room has been updated
with new mobile shelving, which allows greater flexibility in housing the collection and
creating spaces for programming.

• We have added board games to our circulating collection, and will look forward to hosting
family game nights when we are able to.

• We have added “Book Bundles” and LEGO Kits and Take and Make crafts.

During 2021, we hope to resume programming. (We miss it as much as our patrons do!) Until such 
time that the building occupancy restrictions are lifted and social distancing requirements lapse, we 
are unable to do so…but we are planning ahead for that day!  We are also looking forward to 
broadband internet access! 

This has been a difficult year, but I am proud of our library, and how quickly the staff adapted to 
ensure that our patrons had access to the materials and services they needed to get through these 
times.  Perhaps one of the biggest struggles has been our ability to get new materials in. Book 
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suppliers have been impacted by the pandemic, and incoming shipments have suffered. We 
appreciate our patrons understanding. 

Our library still offers something for everyone – including internet access, local newspapers, 
magazines, movies, books, audiobooks, jigsaw puzzles, photocopying, faxing services, printing, 3D 
printing, art displays, seeds, cake pans, help with technology and electronic resources. 

The Ingalls Memorial Library is open 38 hours per week: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 10:00 – 
5:00; Tuesday and Thursday, 1:00 – 8:00; and Saturday, 9:00 – 12:00.  Despite being closed entirely 
for five weeks and offering curbside only for six more, there were 11,952 visits to the library this 
year. 

As of December 31st, there were 2,549 registered patrons.  Free library cards are available to people 
who reside, work, or own property or go to school in Rindge. Non-residents are able to purchase 
cards for a fee. 

Registered users have access to 33,613 items housed at the library. Cardholders also have access to 
materials owned by libraries across the state through the Interlibrary Loan System, and are able to 
directly search the state catalog and place holds on items owned by other libraries if they chose to do 
so.  Registered users can also download e-books and audiobooks through NH Downloadable Books 
powered by Overdrive. They have access to EBSCO databases, including Novelist, and Ancestry.com. 

Overview of Library Operations 

Adult Materials Checked Out in 2020: 26,837 
Children’s Materials Checked Out in 2020: 23,389 
Total Materials Checked Out in 2020: 50,226, down 10% from 2019 

Adult Books Acquired in 2020:  525 Children’s Books Acquired in 2020: 454 
Adult Media Acquired in 2020: 175 Children’s Media Acquired in 2020:  39 

There were 436 internet sessions during the year. This does not include access to our Wi-Fi, which is 
available 24/7 from inside and outside the library. 

Volunteers provided 108.5 hours of service to the library. 

I would like to thank the Library Trustees, Friends of the Ingalls Memorial Library, and volunteers 
for all they do to help the library. Thank you to the individuals, local businesses, Rindge Woman’s 
Club, RAMS, P.O.O.R., Charity Lodge #18 and the Roy A. Hunt Foundation for your support of our 
operations, and the Ingalls 1894 Association for your fundraising efforts. Thanks to all who have 
generously donated materials to the library. Thanks to the Public Works Department for taking such 
good care of the building and the grounds. Thanks to all other town employees and departments. This 
has been a year that I will never forget. Nor will I forget how we all worked together to navigate 
through it. It has been an honor to be a part of the team this year.  

118



And thank you to all the residents of Rindge for patronizing the library – without you, the library is 
not a library. I appreciate your patience, your well-wishes and your caring concern as my team and I 
worked to keep the library available to you. 

As Alexander Pope said, “Hope springs eternal….” 

I look forward to seeing you at the library! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Donna Straitiff 
Library Director 
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Ingalls Memorial Library 
Statement of Cash Flow 

December 2020 

FUNDS AVAILABLE JANUARY 1, 
2020 8,366 

Income 

Town Trust Fund 2,400 

Donations Unspecified 680 

Donations Specified 1,517 

Fax/Copier/Fines 780 

Miscellaneous 464 

Grants 5,300 

Town of Rindge  186,872 

Restricted Fund Interest 33 

Accounts Payable 380 

Total 11,554 198,426 

Total Available 206,792 

Expenses (Estimated) 

Wages & Salaries 120,581 

Retirement 8,712 

FICA 7,131 

Medicare 1,668 

Health 20,128 

Dental 1,152 

Total Wages & Salaries 159,372 

Telephone 2,551 
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Service Contracts 7,918 

Maintenance 745 

Memberships & Dues 155 

Office Supplies 441 

Supplies Not Office 1,674 

Computer & Internet Expenses 3,864 

Postage 194 

Printing & Copying 690 

Books & AV 14,941 

Special Programs 1,330 

Mileage -   

Building Equipment -   

Library Training -   

Advertising -   

Transfer to Restricted Funds 1,250 

Miscellaneous 680 

Total Operating 36,433 195,805 

Restricted Fund Interest 33 

Total Expenses 195,838 

FUNDS AVAILABLE DECEMBER 31, 2020 10,954 

Restricted Library Funds 303,847 
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RECREATION DEPARTMENT 

2020 has been a year for adapting and rolling with the punches for us here at the 
Rec. Department. A pandemic is never something we thought we would have to plan 
around but nevertheless we were thrust into that position.  Safety has been and always will 
be the highest priority for us during these challenging times.  This meant shifting our 
energy into planning COVID-19 safe events and programs and we were able to modify 
numerous existing events while also creating new programs. 

Many of the Recreation Department’s ongoing programs were able to continue despite the 
pandemic, including: summer camp, youth soccer, and the extended day (before and after 
school) program. The annual holiday events including Trunk-or-Treat, Town Tree Lighting, 
and Senior Holiday dinner were able to proceed with several minor changes. 

Some of the adaptations we had to make were not easy but it was wonderful to see volunteers 
from the community come together and assist even more this year when we needed it.  The 
Senior Dinner this year was completely different as it was done as a delivery not a sit-down 
meal to maintain safety.  We were thankfully still able to deliver 133 meals to our seniors in 
Rindge this year! 

One of most popular programs is our before and after school program.  This was directly 
affected by the schools switching to remote learning.  After the school announced their 
changes, we created a new program to assist virtual learning as a satellite site for kids to 
come and virtual learn on their Chromebooks here at the Rec. Department.  

In addition to these seasonal events, the Rindge Recreation Department coordinated several 
ongoing activities as well throughout the year.  Some of these activities include: After School 
Karate class with Elizabeth Kenny, Senior Coffee on Wednesday mornings, a knitting group on 
Thursday afternoons, the Rindge Woman’s Club crafters group, and year-round Chaos Soccer 
program. These programs were able to continue to run through March. 

The Recreation Center building rentals have been active again this year with various events 
including: birthday parties, wedding receptions, company BBQ’s, holiday events, and baby 
showers. 

Most of our programs rely on parents and local community members volunteering their time 
and energy to make our programs as amazing and successful as they are. Thank you to all of 
our coaches, parents, and community members who took time out of their busy lives to enrich 
our programs! If you are interested in volunteering please contact the Recreation Department. 

The hardworking volunteers of the Recreation Committee continue to be a strong support 
base for the Recreation Department. The Recreation Committee serves as an advisory board 
to the Recreation Director and all members volunteer their time throughout the year to assist 
at the many events the Department offers. Without the dedication of the Recreation 
Committee and part-time staff, the well-loved community traditions would not be possible. If 
you are interested in joining the Recreation Committee please give us a call! 
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The Recreation Committee consists of the following members: Jennifer Helsel, Jaime 
Hennessey, Tom Ciglar (secretary), Lydia Hatch, David Graham, and Karl Pruter / Roberta 
Oeser (Selectmen’s Liaison).   

The following programs were offered: 

Winter: 

Travel Basketball, Instructional Basketball 

Thursday Night Lights Ski Program 

February Vacation Field Trips 

Chaos Travel Soccer 

Spring: 

Chaos Travel Soccer 

Summer: 

5 weeks of summer Day Camp (K-9th) 

Fall: 

Instructional Soccer 

Travel Soccer NHSL 

Chaos Travel Soccer 

Many of our programs are supported by local businesses who make generous donations to 
keep programs running. Thank you to all of the individuals, civic groups, businesses, and 
foundations that made donations and grants to the Rindge Recreation Department. Without 
your support we would not be able to offer the variety of community activities that we do. 
With the ongoing help of our community and volunteers we look forward to even more 
growth in 2020! 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Daniel Bemis 
Recreation Director 
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WELFARE DEPARTMENT 

   Here are some resources to help reduce your expenses and get other help:  

 Homeless or Being Evicted? Call Southwestern Community Services 352-7512, or Shelter From
The Storm 532-8222, or Monadnock Area Transitional Shelter 924-5033

 Fuel & Electric assistance: Call Southwestern Community Services 352-7512
 Help with Medical Bills:  Call your hospital, ask for financial grant and medication programs
 Get Food Stamps & Health Insurance: Call Dept. Health & Human Services 357-3510
 Find Mortgage Help https://www.makinghomeaffordable.gov/pages
 Owe Past Rent or Need a Security Deposit? Call Southwestern Community Services 352-7512
 Find Emergency Rent: Call NHHFA Emergency Housing Assistance 800-439-7247 x 9283
 Need A Job or to get unemployment?: Call 357-1904 and nhworks.org
 Get Child Support: Call to get Child Support 357-3510 and find an absent parent
 File for Disability: Call SSDI 357-2034.  Vocational Rehab can help you find work 357-0266
 Old Debt? Send monthly payments to your fuel supplier, doctor, dentist, and credit cards
 Use Savings & Retirement: use to pay living expenses until your income increases again
 Have Voluntary Paycheck Deductions? cancel these to increase take home pay
 Have Phones? Choose a home OR cell. Try Consumer Cellular www.consumercellular.com
 Cable & Internet Expensive? Cancel it until your income increases *(it’s free at the library)
 Refinance Car Loan: to extend the repayment term and lower monthly payment
 Find Lower Car Insurance: get a quote from www.commerceinsurance.com
 Have College Debt: Put college loans into deferment or forbearance
 Credit Card Debt?: Consolidate cards with www.greenpath.com then cut up the cards.
 Do not get Pay-Day Loans! You may pay up to 400% interest = 3 times what you borrowed!

      2020 EXPENSES 
Social Services Agency Support   $20,075.00 
Welfare Director 
Rent & Shelter 

 $11,660.00 
$   7,290.00 

 Welfare Software (2 years) $      829.82 
 Fuel & Electricity   $   475.13 
 Food & Medical   $  750.00 
 Office Supplies / Reimbursed         $  61.50    

    TOTAL:   $ 41,141.45 

Submitted by: 

Mary Drew, MS, MEd, CPS 
Director of Welfare 
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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

The Rindge Conservation Commission is charged with protecting the natural resources of Rindge and 
2020 was a busy year for the Commission, even with the Covid19 pandemic. 

The Commission completed the acquisition of a piece of property within the East Rindge village, 
known as the Ford Family Nature Preserve, through the generous donation of eight acres by Mr. Dan 
Ford.  The property has been surveyed, signage and parking has been added and the Commission 
worked to remove some invasive plant species, planted pollinator plots and did general cleanup. 
Future plans include additional trails and recreation areas. 

The Commission is continuing its efforts to conserve a piece of property that abuts Annett State Park, 
Wildwood Camp and is near Converse Meadow, in order to protect parts of two aquifers, wildlife 
habitat and corridors while providing for additional recreational opportunities.  Though the property 
has gone through an ownership transfer, the Commission is working with new ownership for a 
modified project moving forward.  The Commission has been awarded several grants and is very 
close to its matching grant goal and is looking forward to completing this important acquisition for 
the residents of Rindge, at no cost to the residents through taxation. 

Several trail work days were held to continue to keep trails open and in good condition on all Town 
conserved properties and a new loop trail was added on the Eagle Scout project part of the 
Contoocook Marsh complex.  Trails maps are available at the Town Office, property kiosks, the Town 
website and Trailfinder.com.  The Commission continues to hold featured property guided hikes and 
paddles on a regular basis that are noticed in local papers and the Town website.  We encourage all 
to take advantage of these events to get to know your Rindge Town properties. 

The Commission attended most of the summer Rindge Farmers Markets on the West Rindge Common 
in an outreach effort to the Town residents explaining the mission and goals of the Commission.  In 
all, the Commission had over 940 hours of volunteer time in 2020 from Commission members and 
interested volunteers, maintaining conserved properties and protecting the natural resources of 
Rindge. 

The Chair wishes to express his gratitude to the dedicated Commission members that bring a wealth 
of experience, skills and passion to their efforts in protecting the natural resources of Rindge.  I also 
want to acknowledge the efforts of the numerous Conservation Corps members and other volunteers, 
as well as the support of the residents of Rindge, in our efforts to preserve this great part of New 
Hampshire called Rindge.  

The Commission meets the second Monday and fourth Thursday of the month and we welcome the 
public’s input, the access for our virtual meetings is part of the posted agenda on the Town website. 
If you are interested in volunteering or getting involved in the activities of the Commission, please 
feel free to reach out to us through the website. 

Respectfully submitted, 

David G. Drouin 
Chair, RCC  
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CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN COMMITTEE 

In 2020, the Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Committee met just three times but due to all of the 
hard work and proper planning done over the past several years, the Committee was able to provide 
the Board of Selectmen with recommended capital expenditures to be included in the 2021 Town 
Warrant based on the comprehensive plan in place. The recommendations are as follows: 

● Lease payment four of five for Fire Engine 1
● Lease payment two of five for the Rescue
● The purchase of a police cruiser, the cost to be shared between the Police Detail Revolving

Fund and taxation in keeping with the replacement schedule
● The replacement of the Highway Garage Roof
● $50,000 appropriation to the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve Fund.  This is in

anticipation of the upcoming replacement of a Dump/Plow Truck in 2022. This is the second
year of savings for this purchase.

● A $10,000 appropriation to the Library Expendable Trust Fund for building projects such as
replacing windows in the rear of the building, furnace replacement or generator purchase.

● A $12,000 appropriation to the Cemetery Expendable Trust Fund, this is for year four of a
five-year project.

● A $30,000 appropriation to the Revaluation Capital Reserve Fund to begin saving for the next
cycle.

Respectfully Submitted, 

Ellen Smith 
Chairman 

MEETING HOUSE OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE 

The Committee has not been able to meet this year, due to a few reasons: 

1. Our Chairman, Burt Goodrich, resigned due to moving out of Rindge.  (Our thanks and
gratitude go out to Burt for having served, so efficiently and faithfully, for so many years.)

2. The Covid scare prevented some members from attending in person
3. Some members could/would not do Zoom meetings.

Despite the lack of meetings, committee members have been keenly aware of the needs of the 
Meetinghouse needs, and with Mike Cloutier’s cooperation, several issues were addressed. We 
installed a mini split heater in the sprinkler room to protect from freezing, an emergency generator 
was installed and some carpentry work was completed. 
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The present and future needs of the Meetinghouse are to repair or replace some of the windows 
and painting the building.  The painting will be done over a four-year process, one side at a time.  
The windows issue will be dealt with as needed and as funding is available. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Bob Hamilton 
Ex-officio member 

TELETECH COMMITTEE 

The Rindge Telecommunications and Technology Committee, also called the TelTech Committee, is 
comprised of a group of volunteers that offer advice to the town on matters relating to services, 
software, and systems used for telecommunications and technology. The regularly scheduled public 
meetings were held on the 3rd Monday of each month. 

The members of the committee are: Chairman, Phil Motta, Vice Chairman, Craig Clark, and Tim 
Wessels. Jon Bonnel was a member who left the committee during this year. We thank him for the 
service that he has provided to our town. This year the ex-officio member of the Committee has been 
Selectman, Karl Pruter. 

This year the most important thing the Committee has been involved with has been the Fiber to the 
Premises Project. Public informational meetings were held in January and February. The town voted 
in favor of the warrant article to go forward with a solution offered by Consolidated Communications. 
The Committee also collaborated on the proposed contract through several draft revisions. We would 
like to thank the many people who offered their time and resources to help promote this project in 
order to have the warrant article pass. The project will provide the opportunity for everyone in 
Rindge to have access to a high-speed fiber-optic internet connection. 

The Committee has been providing information to residents of the town as to the progress of the 
project. The Committee has also been communicating with Consolidated Communications, bringing 
those questions and concerns from people in town. Tim Wessels has been participating in the project 
meetings with Consolidated Communications and providing regular updates. Craig Clark has been 
answering many questions for people by phone, in person, and in online discussions. 

At the time of this writing at the end of 2020, much of the work has been done and testing has begun. 
The next step after the testing phase will be to start getting town facilities connected and getting 
customers connected. 

Faithfully submitted, 

Phil Motta, 
Chairman 
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TOWN GOWN COMMITTEE 

The Town of Rindge and Franklin Pierce University work collaboratively together on the Town Gown 
Committee.  The Committee consists of representatives from Franklin Pierce University, the Town of 
Rindge, and members of the Rindge community. The Committee meets monthly as a group and may 
meet more often to discuss specific events. Normal partnerships and collaborations were put on hold 
due to COVID. The Committee did meet regularly via electronic platforms to ensure safety of all.  

The Town Gown Committee’s Vision: Rindge is a community of people who live, work and learn 
together in a positive, synergistic way on a daily basis.   

The Town Gown Committee’s Mission: The mission of the Rindge-Franklin Pierce University Town 
Gown Team is to ensure a vibrant working relationship and reliable communication for the 
betterment of all and to have a direct line of communication between the organizations. 

During 2020, the Committee collaborated on the following: 

• FPU part of EMS call in June
• Created an open dialogue and partnership for any event or safety response configuration on

campus
• Rindge invited FPU to join weekly Emergency Management meetings
• Welcoming students back in Fall semester following COVID protocols (Police, Fire, EMS)
• Commencement following COVID protocols (Police, Fire)
• Working to finalize an MOU related to Title IX on campus
• Partnered with enforcement of Rindge Ordinances among some off campus students
• Communication surrounding testing and any positive cases in the community
• Numerous training sessions on topics such as alcohol and other drug, enforcement and

prevention (Police, Safety, Fire, EMS, Res. Life, etc.)
• Voter registration and education
• Discussions regarding traffic control at major Franklin Pierce events
• Discussions regarding Police, Fire and EMS call response protocol
• Police Chief Dan Anair was a featured speaker at one JAAA event in the Fall

Although COVID made the year look a bit different, the Committee looks forward to meeting in 
person and collaborating on the normal annual events in the future. 

Respectively submitted, 

Sara Gravell 
Town Administrator 
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ENERGY COMMISSION 

The Rindge Energy Commission began 2020 with the following objectives: 
1.) Implement/identify energy efficiency/weatherization projects with paybacks of 5 to 7 years 

as identified in the 2011 Investment Grade Energy Audit Reports.   
2.) Assist other Town Boards, Departments, and Committees in tracking and optimizing energy 

usage. 
3.) Troubleshoot problems identified through tracking energy usage at various buildings. 
4.) Support the efforts of the Jaffrey-Rindge School District to reduce energy consumption. 
5.) Convert all town streetlights to LED as authorized by approval of 2019 warrant article.   
6.) Install a heat pump in the Meeting House sprinkler shed. 
7.) Follow developments in New Hampshire’s newly enacted Community Power legislation. 
8.) Replace the lighting in the Town Offices with high efficiency LED lighting. 

The Energy Commission hoped to evaluate the effectiveness of the Energy Savings Performance 
Contract for the Jaffrey-Rindge School District now that there’s more than a full years’ worth of data, 
but the pandemic made that too difficult in 2020.  More volunteer help is needed to tackle that in 
2021. The Commission took advantage of the NHSAVES program to have World ES evaluate town 
buildings for lighting upgrades.  World ES targeted the Town Offices as being a prime candidate for a 
project with a payback of less than two years if they do the work.  The Board of Selectmen prefer to 
make this an “in house” project to get a faster payback. 

The Commission participated in several statewide meetings regarding Community Power purchasing 
options.  Much like the Monadnock Buying Collaborative that the town participates in for lower 
electric supply pricing, Community Power would allow businesses and residents to participate in a 
bulk electricity supply purchase agreement.   

The Energy Commission would like to have an investment grade energy audit performed on the 
Wellington Recreation Building in 2020 with the help of the Department of Public Works and the 
Recreation Department. 

The Energy Commission meets on the second Thursday of every month via a zoom call.  New 
members and the public are always encouraged to join us.  We seek new members to help us. 

Total Energy 
The Town of Rindge spent approximately $22,065 less on energy consumption in 2019 compared 
with 2011.  Rindge expended approximately $64,269 in energy dollars (excluding transportation but 
including the 50% paid by the Congregational Church for the Meeting House energy expense) in 
2020.  In contrast, Rindge spent $81,955 in 2019 and $86,874 in 2011.  Since most of the energy 
efficiency projects were completed in 2012, the baseline year is 2011.  Rindge spent $21,292 on oil, 
$2,105.23 on propane, $34,088 for building electric, and $6,784 for streetlight electric for a total of 
$64,269 in 2020. 

Heating 
2020 was a relatively warm year with 5421 Heating Degree Days (HDDs) compared with 5813 in 
2011 and only 4911 in 2012.  Overall, the Town used 3950 (26.5%) fewer gallons of oil than in 2011, 
but some of that savings can be attributed to reduced occupancy due to the pandemic as well as a 
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warmer winter.  The town spent $21,292 on oil in 2020.  Despite the pandemic, reduced occupancy 
hours and a warmer winter, oil consumption was up (58. 5%) over 2011 in the Town Offices. 

With the help of the Department of Public Works, the Meeting House, Recreation Building and Town 
Offices will be re-evaluated for weatherization and control system remedies.   

Electricity 
In 2020, Electricity consumption for the town buildings was down by 5.45% compared with 2011 
usage levels.  The Office Trailer and the Highway Garage were switched to be on the same meter in 
May of 2020.  This caused the Highway Office Trailer to appear to have had over 100% increase in 
consumption since the two buildings consumed similar amounts of electricity.  All buildings were 
reviewed for opportunities to reduce electricity consumption in 2020 through a free consulting 
program offered though NHSAVES.  The town has the data supporting an LED replacement program 
at the Town Offices that would pay back in two years, but the Board of Selectmen declined to act on 
it this year.    

The 2011 Streetlight conversion project continues to save at least $5000/year compared with the 
higher rate paid prior to 2010 (Streetlight conversion project occurred in mid-2011).   

Voters passed a warrant article in 2019 authorizing the replacement of all streetlights with LED 
lamps.  The project was completed in May of 2020.  This project has exceeded savings projections 
and the town saved $3000 over a 7-month period. 

The heat pump for the sprinkler shed project was funded in late December of 2019 and should help 
the town avoid approximately $1000 per year in electricity costs at the Meeting House.  
Unfortunately, that installation happened too late to help with this season’s electric heating bill and 
we are still studying the impact of that change. 

The DPW should continue the excellent job it has been doing with procurement and energy efficiency 
projects. 

Electric Consumption – Municipal Buildings *Month of July estimated due to billing issue 

FACILITY 2011 KWH 2020 KWH Decrease (Increase) % 
Town Offices 25346 19647 22.5% 
Animal Control 6063 6944 (14.511%) 
Meeting House 19244 18828 2.16% 
Police Station 33947 25584 24.64% 
Fire Station 31923 37359 (17.02%) 
Library 32062 20015 37.6 % 
Hwy Trailer/Office 8780 18904 (115.3%) 
Wellington 17210 19627 (14%) 
Transfer Station 8699 10031 (15.3%) 
Hwy Garage 9850 5643 42.7% 
Total 193126 182582 5.45% 
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Gallons of Heating Oil – Municipal Buildings 

FACILITY 2011 Gals 2020 Gals Decrease (Increase) % 
Town Offices 628.1 995.9 (58.5%) 
Meeting House 4096.2 2631.6 35.7% 
Police Station 822.2 318.7 61.2% 
Fire Station 701.4 590.8 15.7% 
Library 2355.5 1601.8 32% 
Wellington 1142.25 1200.1 (5%) 
Transfer Station 171 108.1 36.7% 
Hwy Garage 4950.5 3470.2 30% 
Total 14867.15 10917.2 26.6% 

Gallons of Propane – Fire Station 

Year Gals 
Change from 2011 
Gals Decrease (Increase) % 

2011 2240 - 
2013 2224.94 -15.6 0.6% 
2014 2381.3 +141.3 (6.3%) 
2015 2985.2 +745.2 (33.3%) 
2016 652.10 -1587.9 70.89% 
2017 1404.7 -835.3 37.3% 
2018 1177.80 -1062.2 47.42% 
2019 1139.1 -1100.9 49.15% 
2020 1483.31 -756.7 33.7% 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patricia A Martin 
Chair 
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

Town of Rindge, 30 Payson Hill Road Rindge, NH 03461 (603) 899.5181 

 
 

SELECTMEN’S OFFICE 899-5181 x100 
TOWN ADMINISTRATOR 
Town Office, 30 Payson Hill Rd. 
Monday – Thursday 9:00 – 4:00 
Friday Closed 
Meetings: every other Wednesday at 6:00 P.M. 
 
TOWN CLERK 899-5181 x107 
Town Office, 30 Payson Hill Rd. 
Monday & Wednesday 8:00 – 1:00 
 1:30 – 4:00 
Tuesday Noon – 6:30pm 
Thursday 7:00am– 1:00 
 1:30 - 3:30 
*CLOSED ON FRIDAYS* 
 
TAX COLLECTOR 899-5181 x108 
Town Office, 30 Payson Hill Rd. 
Monday – Thursday 9:00 – 1:00 
 2:00 – 4:00 
Friday 9:00 – 1:00 
 
RECREATION DEPARTMENT 899-6847 
Wellington Park, 283 Wellington Rd. 
Monday – Friday 7:00am - 6:00pm 
   
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT 899-5181 x109 
Town Office, 30 Payson Hill Rd. 
Monday – Thursday 9:00 – 4:30 
Friday 9:00 – 1:00 
Office may be closed for emergency calls. 
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT 899-2105 
115 Main St. 

TRANSFER STATION 899-2107 
113 Main St. 
Tuesday & Thursday 10:00 – 7:00 
Friday 1:00 – 7:00 
Saturday 8:00– 3:00 
 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 899-3324 
Public & Life Safety 
150 Main St. 
 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 899-5009 
158 Main St. 
 
INGALLS MEMORIAL LIBRARY 899-3303 
203 Main St. 
Monday 10:00 – 5:00 
Tuesday 1:00 – 8:00 
Wednesday 10:00 – 5:00 
Thursday 1:00 – 8:00 
Friday 10:00 – 5:00 
Saturday 9:00 – 12:00 
 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 899-5181 x104 
Monday – Friday 9:00 – 1:00 
 or by appointment 
Meetings: First and Third Tuesdays at 7:00 P.M. 
 
BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 899-5181 x100 
Meetings: Fourth Tuesdays at 7:00 P.M. 
 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION  
Meetings: Second Mondays and Fourth Thursdays 
at 7:00 P.M. 
rindgeconcom@town.rindge.nh.us

 
*Office hours and meeting times are subject to change. Please call ahead or visit our website 

www.rindgenh.org for the most up to date information. 
Like & follow us on Facebook @Town of Rindge 

 

  

 

http://www.rindgenh.org/
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	RECREATION DEPARTMENT
	2020 has been a year for adapting and rolling with the punches for us here at the Rec Department. A pandemic is never something we thought we would have to plan around but nevertheless we were thrust into that position.  Safety has been and always wil...
	Many of the Recreation Department’s ongoing programs were able to continue despite the pandemic, including: summer camp, youth soccer, and the extended day (before and after school) program. The annual holiday events including Trunk-or-Treat, Town Tre...
	Some of the adaptations we had to make were not easy but it was wonderful to see volunteers from the community come together and assist even more this year when we needed it.  The Senior Dinner this year was completely different as it was done as a de...
	One of most popular programs is our before and after school program.  This was directly affected by the schools switching to remote learning.  After the school announced their changes, we created a new program to assist virtual learning as a satellite...
	In addition to these seasonal events, the Rindge Recreation Department coordinated several ongoing activities as well throughout the year.  Some of these activities include: After School Karate class with Elizabeth Kenny, Senior Coffee on Wednesday mo...
	The Recreation Center building rentals have been active again this year with various events including: birthday parties, wedding receptions, company BBQ’s, holiday events, and baby showers.
	Most of our programs rely on parents and local community members volunteering their time and energy to make our programs as amazing and successful as they are. Thank you to all of our coaches, parents, and community members who took time out of their ...
	The hardworking volunteers of the Recreation Committee continue to be a strong support base for the Recreation Department. The Recreation Committee serves as an advisory board to the Recreation Director and all members volunteer their time throughout ...
	The Recreation Committee consists of the following members: Jennifer Helsel, Jaime Hennessey, Tom Ciglar (secretary), Lydia Hatch, David Graham, and Karl Pruter / Roberta Oeser (Selectmen’s Liaison).
	The following programs were offered:
	Winter:
	Travel Basketball, Instructional Basketball
	Thursday Night Lights Ski Program
	February Vacation Field Trips
	Chaos Travel Soccer
	Spring:
	Chaos Travel Soccer
	Summer:
	5 weeks of summer Day Camp (K-9th)
	Fall:
	Instructional Soccer
	Travel Soccer NHSL
	Chaos Travel Soccer
	Many of our programs are supported by local businesses who make generous donations to keep programs running. Thank you to all of the individuals, civic groups, businesses, and foundations that made donations and grants to the Rindge Recreation Departm...
	Respectfully Submitted,
	Daniel Bemis
	Recreation Director
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	TOTAL:                     $ 41,141.45
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	Highway Projects completed in 2020 consist of:
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	2020 was my first year as the Town Clerk of Rindge and it came with its share of troubles, learning curves and happy moments. In spite of the pandemic we were able to continue doing business and get the people of Rindge what they needed.  People have ...
	Motor Vehicles (including title apps.)   $ 1,339,450.96




